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Smile of the Week

If you’d like to be the Smile of the 
Week, please send in a photo of you 
smiling and a short description of why 
you’re smiling to nwnews@nwosu.
edu! 
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Sex at Northwestern discussed

Seniors close a chapter

Seven of the nine Mass Communication students who will be graduating on May 6, 2017./ Photo by Megan Garnett

In just nine short days, 
nine Mass Communication 
seniors will be walking across 
the stage to become a part 
of the newest graduates of 
Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University.

This moment is what every 
student, who enters college, 
hopes and prays for. We spend 
four plus years of hard time, 
working toward a diploma that 
can provide a brighter future 
for ourselves. 

From the beginning, we 
knew it wasn’t going to be 
easy, but we knew what we had 
to do. Many late-nights were 
spent working on newspaper 
layouts and packaging vo/b-
roll for the television and radio 
station. 

Our dedication to keeping 
this program a legacy became 
our main concern. Mass 
Communication provided us 
with the knowledge we needed 
to succeed.

We grew as individuals and 
as a family (a tad dysfunctional 
but none the less a family). 
During our studies, we have not 
only been there to support each 
other but have had amazing 
professors to push us along the 
way. They are the real MVP’s 
for helping us reach our full 

potential. 
We have been given every 

opportunity possible to be who 
we wish to be. This department 
allows us to be creative and 
push boundaries to exceed 
expectations. 

Many of us may not 
know what lies ahead, after 
we take those final steps, as 
undergraduates, but we have 
had a great foundation and 
support to keep us moving 
forward. 

While the Mass 
Communication students get 
ready to depart, we leave behind 
our wisdom and guidance to 
our fellow predecessors who 
will soon take our place. 

So, when the clock strikes 
10:30 on the morning of May 
6th, we will join the others 
who are graduating, during 
the commencement ceremony 
to celebrate our past, present 
and future. For on that day, the 
Mass Communication students 

will close this chapter of our 
lives, and break free into the 
world unknown. 

Flip to page 5-6 and take-
a-look at the Mass Comm 
Nine: Breaking Free. This 
is a special senior feature 
dedicated to the nine Mass 
Communication seniors who 
have worked tirelessly on 
Northwestern News over their 
college careers. 

Graphic by Savannah Tillman

Golf finale

As a student living in the 
dorms, of Northwestern’s campus, 
one might hear particular bumps 
in the night every now and then. 
Those bumps in the night are not 
the infamous boogieman one would 
hear about in a children’s story, but 
actually sex. 

To be forthright, being in 
college where students are away 
from home, given a significant 
amount of freedom and hormones 
are constantly raging, sex is going 
to take place because it is inevitable.  

According to an anonymous 
survey titled “Sex on Campus” that 
was sent to students via e-mail, over 
200 responses were received. Fifty-
five percent of students responded 
that they have had casual, non-
committed sex since attending 
college at Northwestern. Of that 
majority 35 percent said they have 
had casual sex off campus, while 51 
percent said they had both on and off 
campus sex. 

Since Northwestern is located 

in a much more conservative area, 
are college students bothered by 
the sex happening in the dorms 
on campus? The results of the 
anonymous survey showed that over 
half the students that participated 

have never confronted someone 
they heard having sex in the dorms. 

“I mostly let it go. Those things 
don’t really bother me, I mostly 
laugh about it, especially if they’re 
my friends and I can tease them 

about it later,” said Bailey Rankin, 
Mass Communication student and 
resident of South Hall. “I think it 
is pretty natural. I’ve been lucky 

Sophomore, mass communica-
tion major, Nick Perkins, said the 
Northwestern News staff makes 
him happy.  “Every time I go in 
the newsroom, they make me 
laugh,” Perkins said.
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The Northwestern computer 
science department competed in 
the Heartland Gaming Expo a 
couple of weeks ago, and came 
out successful, as a total of 11 
students and four groups placed 
second and third place overall in 
their respected categories.  

The Heartland Gaming Expo 
was held at the University of Tulsa 
on April 8- 9. There were several 
colleges and some high schools 
that competed in this event as 
well. The competitions consisted 
of students design, building, 
code,  and debugging games. 
NWOSU science department had 
success in those events. 

Northwestern senior, Bruno 
Miguel, placed second in the 
college-level game showcase. 
Miguel also received the people’s 
choice award at the Heartland 
Gaming Expo. Ashley Carter and 
Richard Fischer also placed in 
the college-level game showcase. 
Carter and Fischer both placed 
third in the event. 

The  NWOSU Code  Jam 

Computer science students 
compete in gaming expo

Team had some success as well. 
The team received the awards 
of most ambitious game reward 
and the best computer graphics 
reward. 

T h e  t e a m  c o n s i s t e d  o f 
NWOSU students  Mat t  Day, 

Jackson Gardner, Austin Mount 
and Bryce Larkey. 

“I am proud of all of my 
students that competed and I 
am proud of the results,”  Evan 
Vaverka said. Bruno Miguel 
was the most successful out 

of the students that competed. 
He won several awards at the 
event. Miguel also won several 
awards last year at the same 
event. The NWOSU Science 
Department came out successful 
at the Heartland Gaming Expo. 

Senior computer science major, Bruno Miguel, assists two students during the Heartland Gaming Expo on April 
8-9, in Tulsa. Miguel won several awards during the expo./Photo by Charles Boldes

Graduates 
for spring 
announced

Northwestern announc-
es graduates for 118th spring 
commencement exercises 
on May 6

Spring commencement 
exercises at Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University 
will be held at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, May 6, at Ranger 
Field.

Retired educator Mary 
Elaine Williams Nichols, 
who graduated from North-
western in 1970, will be 
speaking at commencement. 

In case of inclement 
weather the spring com-
mencement exercises will 
be held in Percefull Field-
house.

Music will be provided 
by the Ranger Band under 
the direction of Dr. Marc 
Decker, assistant professor 
of Fine Arts and director 
of instrumental music and 
music education.

A reception honoring 
the graduates will immedi-
ately follow the ceremony 
and be held in the Student 
Center Ballroom.

A total of 226 candi-
dates will receive bachelor’s 
degrees,  15 wil l  receive 
Master of Education de-
grees, 10 will receive Mas-
ter of Counseling Psychol-
ogy degrees and one will 
receive a Master of Arts in 
American Studies degree. 

Forty-nine of those re-
ceiving bachelor’s degrees 
will graduate with honors. 
Students with cumulative 
grade point averages be-
tween 3.70 and 3.79 are 
designated cum laude, those 
with GPAs between 3.80-
3.89 are magna cum laude 
and those above 3.90 are 
summa cum laude.

A live internet stream of 
the graduation can be found 
at: http://riderangersride.
com/watch.

The graduates, their de-
grees and their hometowns 
are as follows:

See page 3 and 4 for full list 
of graduates and degrees

The Spring Alumni Reunion is 
set for 6 p.m., Saturday in Percefull 
Fieldhouse.

This year’s reunion will be a 
time where everyone can gather 
together, reminisce on times that 
they spent at Northwestern and hear 
the big announcement. 

Dr. Janet Cunningham, Presi-
dent of Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University, said that spring 
reunion is a great time for alums 
to journey back to Northwestern, 
to reminisce and renew old friend-
ships and accomplishments for our 
spring 2017 graduates.

At each reunion, alumni are 

honored under several different 
categories. 

This years honorees are David 
Elder, class of 1962, Arts category; 
Doug Van Meter, class of 1989, 
Business/Professional category; 
Julie Zollinger, class of 1992, Edu-
cation category; Phyllis Brunsteter, 
class of 1949, Ranger Spirit cat-
egory; and James Erskine, class of 
1963, Humanitarian category. 

John Allen, director of alumni 
relations, as well as the other mem-
bers in the Foundation and Alumni 
office, has been putting in several 
hours to make spring reunion a suc-
cess. 

“The Spring Alumni Reunion 
2017 is promising to be an extraor-
dinary event,” Allen said. 

According to Allen, more 
than 300 guests will be in atten-
dance for the reunion on Saturday. 

“Guests will come together 
to honor our history, to celebrate 
our present and to look forward 
to our future,” Allen said.

In addition to honoring 
the graduates from the classes 
of 1947, 1957, 1967 and 1992 
(alumni celebrating their 70-, 
60-, 50- and 25-year commence-
ment anniversary), the Alumni 
Foundation will induct the 2017 
Outstanding Graduates (in the 
categories of Arts, Business/Pro-
fessional, Education, Humanitar-
ian and Ranger Spirit). 

In addition to the Outstand-
ing Graduates being in atten-

dance, this year’s Outstanding 
Seniors, and guests, will be recog-
nized as well during the festivities 
on Saturday.

Also on tap for the afternoon, 
the University Singers will per-
form at the banquet being held 
in Percefull Fieldhouse, and the 
evening will end with a special 
announcement.

The event is for Northwestern 
graduates, faculty, staff and mem-
bers of the Alva community. 

To register for the event visit, 
my.nwfoundation.com/spring-
reunionregistration. 

For more information, contact 
Allen, director of alumni relations, 
at 580-327-8594 or jwallen@
nwosu.edu.

Reunion set for Saturday 
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CUM LAUDE
OKLAHOMA
ALVA – Lydia Hoffman, 

Bachelor of Science in agriculture  
BUFFALO – Lorene McGhee, 
Bachelor of Science in nursing 
CHEROKEE – Jessica Unruh, 
Bachelor of Science in agriculture  
ENID – Angela Goodman, 
Bachelor of Science in nursing; 
Kelsey Hammock, Bachelor of 
Science in nursing; Molly Payne, 
Bachelor of Science in nursing;  
LAVERNE – Nyki Casillas, 
Bachelor of Science in nursing  
MOORELAND – Jack Nickelson, 
Bachelor of Arts in political science  
PONCA CITY – Jacqueline Robison, 
Bachelor of Science in nursing; 
Kassandra Roberts, Bachelor of 
Science in nursing; Aleasha Rowe, 
Bachelor of Business Administration 
in business administration   
WOODWARD – Desiree Best, 
Bachelor of Business Administration 
in business administration; Toni 
Fowler, Bachelor of Science in nursing  
WAYNOKA – Nikki Gates, Bachelor 
of Science Education in elementary 

education  
TEXAS
AUSTIN – Amy Mayer-Miller, 

Bachelor of Business Administration 
in accounting 

CANADA
WATERDOWN, ONTARIO – 

Gregory Marco, Bachelor of Science, 
criminal justice-law enforcement 
option

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
OKLAHOMA
ALVA – Riley Bryant, Bachelor 

of Science in nursing
ELK CITY – Abbie Tillman, 

Bachelor of Science in biology-health 
science option

ENID – Janae Coleman, Bachelor 
of Science in psychology; Rachel 
Emerson, Bachelor of Science in mass 
communication; Kathy Gabelsberg, 
Bachelor of Arts in general studies

FORGAN – Danae Swenke, 
Bachelor of Science in chemistry

GLENCOE – John Lazenby, 
III, Bachelor of Science Education in 
natural science-biology option

HOBART – Jessi Neal, Bachelor 
of Social Work

LAVERNE – Catelyn Smith, 
Bachelor of Science in nursing

OOLOGAH – Nick Villalobos, 

Jr., Bachelor of Science in mass com-
munication

SHAWNEE – Micaela Yu, Bach-
elor of Science in biology-health sci-
ence option

WAYNOKA – Michaela Mc-
Ghee, Bachelor of Science in biology-
health science option

WOODWARD – Aubrey Clark, 
Bachelor of Science in nursing; Amy 
English, Bachelor of Science in nurs-
ing

ARKANSAS
FAYETTEVILLE – Ashlye Pool, 

Bachelor of Science Education in 
agriculture education 

ILLINOIS
FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS – Mi-

cheal Shrum, Bachelor of Arts in 
general studies

AFRICA
ACCRA, GHANA – Abubakar-

Sadik Malik, Bachelor of Science in 
biology-health science option; Fiifi 
Neizer-Ashun, Bachelor of Science in 
biology-health science option  

IKENNE, OGUN STATE, NI-
GERIA – Princess Adenuga, Bachelor 
of Arts in English

BRAZIL
SAO JOSE DO RIO PRETO, 

BRAZIL – Bruno Miguel, Bachelor 

of Science in computer science
SUMMA CUM LAUDE
OKLAHOMA
ALVA – Cecely Franz, Bachelor 

of Science Education in elementary 
education and Bachelor of Science Ed-
ucation in early childhood education

ENID – Dlonra (Dee Dee) Nolan, 
Bachelor of Social Work; Chandler 
Steckbeck, Bachelor of Arts in English

EL RENO – Kandi Hughart, 
Bachelor of Science in health and 
sports science education, Bachelor of 
Science in psychology

HINTON – Kaci Hansen, Bach-
elor of Science in early childhood 
education

SEILING – Thomas Sander, 
Bachelor of Science in biology-health 
science option

STIGLER – Elizabeth Mouser, 
Bachelor of Science Education in early 
childhood education

WOODWARD – Haylee Bates, 
Bachelor of Science in mass com-
munication

KANSAS
MAPLE HILL – Jordan Haya, 

Bachelor of Science in biology-health 
science option 

TEXAS
MONTGOMERY – Cori Hoff-

man, Bachelor of Science in chem-
istry

ASIA
KATHMANDU, NEPAL – Puja 

Dhungana, Bachelor of Science in 
biology-health science option 

MASTER OF AMERICAN 
STUDIES

OKLAHOMA
ENID – Eric Carnes
MASTER OF COUNSELING 

PSYCHOLOGY
OKLAHOMA
ALVA – Alishia Marie Jamison, 

Trenton Penner, Bailey Trammell
ENID – Nelson Rodriguez-

Guerrero, Erin Willis  
GOODWELL – Ashly Duin
JET – Keela Worman
PONCA CITY – Michael De-

gan, Sydney Greenwood
TEXAS
EL PASO – Rhonda Jo Pitts
MASTER OF EDUCATION
OKLAHOMA
ALVA – Tabitha Carothers, 

reading specialist; Rachel Gillespie, 
adult education management and ad-
ministration; Chasity Gingrich, school 
counseling; Kyle Ward, adult educa-
tion management and administration  

Continued on next page

Graduates
From page 1

In 1999, the Northwestern 
Oklahoma State football team 
won the NAIA National Cham-
pionship and was experiencing 
the peak of Northwestern football 
to date.  Little did the University 
know that the MVP of that game, 
Matt Walter, would one day return 
to his alma-mater to take the 
reigns as the head football coach.

Coach Walter has been the 
head coach at Northwestern for 
2 seasons now with a record of 
3-8 in 2015 and a record of 4-7 
in 2016.  Walter was the starting 
fullback at Northwestern in the 
90’s and early 2000’s where he 
recorded no negative rushing 
yards in his whole career, was 
given the MVP award in the 
national championship and was 
also named Honorable Mention 
All-American during the 2000 
season.

Walter was born in Okla-
homa City on August 9, 1978 
and adopted from a Catholic 
charity by his parents who then 
brought him to Azle, Texas, a 
small suburb right on the outskirts 
of Fort Worth, Texas.  Walter 

From NAIA champion 
to Northwestern coach
By DOCKER HAUB 
Student Reporter

Matt Walter/ Photo provided

For conclusion of this story, 
visit rangerpulse.com

Retired educator Mary Elaine Wil-
liams Nichols, Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University class of 1970, will be 
speaking at the 118th commencement 
exercises on Saturday, May 6, at 10:30 
a.m. at Ranger Field. In case of inclem-
ent weather, commencement will take 
place in Percefull Fieldhouse.

Nichols earned her elementary 
education major and minor in art at 
Northwestern and continued on to earn 
a Master of Education degree from the 
University of Maryland, College Park, 
in elementary education with an em-
phasis in early childhood learning, and 
a minor in art.

Nichols served on the Oklahoma 
State Board of Education and the State 
Board of Career and Technology Educa-
tion, retiring in 2005.

As a classroom teacher, Nichols 
taught in Oklahoma City Public Schools, 
Takoma Park Maryland and Tulsa. Nich-
ols was a master teacher and classroom 
teacher of infants and toddlers for Com-

Nichols to speak 
at commencement

munity Action Project of Tulsa before 
retirement.  She is a Professional Devel-
opment Specialist with the Council of 
Professional Recognition, Washington, 
D. C.  Nichols continues to teach as a 
professional network marketer in the 
areas of health, wellness and business.

As an artist, Nichols has exhibited 
in a number of galleries. She was a 
gallery assistant for the Smith-Mason 
Gallery and Museum, Washington, D. 

C., and is included in many private col-
lections. Nichols’ art business, In House 
Gallery, produces custom paintings 
for interiors and hand-painted greeting 
cards. Nichols was Artist-in-Residence 
for Oklahoma City Public Schools, and 
Sister Cities Artist for Tulsa.

Nichols wrote articles titled, “A 
Crayon Workbook,” “Poor People’s 
Guide for Rich Language,” “Why, 
Why? - Questions from Below the 
Knee,” “Face in the Christmas Tree” 
and “Gambling.”

Nineteen years ago, Nichols 
founded Power of Prayer Penetrating 
Schools (POPPS), which has sponsored 
an annual recognition of educators and 
has recruited churches to adopt schools 
through prayer, and provide services to 
the schools through volunteers.

In 1968, Nichols was elected as 
Northwestern’s Ranger Queen mak-
ing her the first black woman to win 
that honor at the university. She was 
selected from a field of 16 nominees.

Mary Nichols/Photo provided
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News

Graduates
From page 2

See complete list on the 
Northwestern News Facebook 

page, or nwsou.edu

CHEROKEE – Shannon Leaper, 
adult education management and 
administration; Bryce Schanbacher, 
educational leadership

DRUMMOND – Lisa Norris, 
school counseling  

GLENCOE – Luke Kruse, adult 
education management and admin-
istration

MENO – Alexandra Kirtley-
Gavitt, adult education management 
and administration; Kelly Pecha, 
school counseling

NEWKIRK – Colton Smith, 
educational leadership

PURCELL – Dylan Painter, 
adult education management and 
administration

TEXHOMA – Charly Sala-
manca, school counseling  

WOODWARD – Cherielynn 
Moss, educational leadership

TEXAS
LEWISVILLE – Denise Rangel, 

adult education management and ad-
ministration

BACHELOR OF ARTS

OKLAHOMA
ALVA – Bobbie Hoover, English
ENID – Jeran Jones, history; 

Bailey Phillips, general studies; Wade 
Phillips, general studies; Christen 
Rogers, general studies; Tania Vargas-
Gonzalez, history

FAIRVIEW – Amanda Day, gen-
eral studies

GARBER – Derrick Bentz, po-
litical science; Hope McGehee, general 
studies

PONCA CITY – Stacy Bergman, 
political science; Jennifer Jones, general 
studies; Taelor Turner, general studies  

WAGONER – Erin Jordan, gen-
eral studies

IOWA
MANNING – Mallory Stanley, 

general studies
KANSAS
ANTHONY – Thia Kerr, general 

studies
MASSACHUSETTS
BRAINTREE – Patrick Delano, 

general studies  

and have only heard it going on and 
haven’t seen anything, in the dorms 
at least.” 

The anonymous survey shows 
that more than half of students liv-
ing in the dorms have never found 
sex on campus to be disruptive, so 
maybe sex in the dorms isn’t as ta-
boo or as disruptive as some might 
think it is. 

It could possibly be because 
a majority of students that took 
the survey feel that the resident 
assistants handle noise complaints 
relatively well, or maybe it could be 
several students don’t really let the 
subject of sex effect them and would 
rather look at the situation as adults. 
Is it possible that the topic of sex 
could be seen as an off-limits topic 
because the university does not ef-
fectively discuss it with its students? 

Out of the 200 plus students that 

participated in the “Sex on Cam-
pus” survey, 43.7 percent live on 
campus and are expected to follow 
the guidelines of the dorms. One of 
the most controversial rules is that 
of the curfew. When asked if they 
know the rules of the dorms, 26.6 
percent responded no. 

The student hand book that is 
given to every person upon move 
in, clearly states that no overnight 
guests, of the opposite sex, are 
allowed to stay in the dorms past 
the set time of curfew. Monday 
through Thursday, visitation is al-
lowed from 10 a.m.-midnight. On 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday this 
time frame is extended to 1 a.m.

Through the survey’s results, 
it showed the opinions of those 
who disagree with the visitation 
rule. “I feel like it is not needed. 
We are adults and paying the insti-
tution to live there so we shouldn’t 
be given a curfew,” said one survey 
participant. 

“The dorm is like one giant 
apartment complex to me,” said 
another student who took the anon-
ymous survey. “I pay to live here 
and although apartment complexes 
have rules, a curfew for visitors is 

not one. I’m almost 21 years old and 
I feel like I should be able to have 
someone stay over without paying 
a $25 ticket, but I understand it’s a 
safety thing for everyone on campus 
and I’ll be moving into my own 
house soon so it ultimately doesn’t 
matter to me.”

Morgan Renbarger is the hall 
supervisor of South Hall and working 
towards her masters in educational 

leadership. “The rules are put in 
place to protect our residents” 
Renbarger said. “We want to 
avoid any dangerous situation for 
our residents’ safety and also the 
safety of the guest.” 

Bailey Trammell is the Di-
rector of Student Success and 

Sex
From page 1

Graphics by Savannah Tillman

For the conclusion of this article, 
visit rangerpulse.com

Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University Singers and 
Chorale choirs will be perform-
ing “Soundscapes II” at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, April 27, at the Alva 
Independent School armory, 230 
Choctaw.

Karsten Longhurst, director 
of choral studies, said Sound-
scapes II is the title of the concert 
because the choir first did a 
concert at the bus barn last year 
and had so much fun doing it in 
a novel location that they thought 
they would do it again. 

“I found the bus barn last 
year when I was snooping around 
Alva for a wonderful reverber-
ant old building that could be 
a unique venue for singing,” 
Longhurst said. “When I saw 
that the doors to the bus barn 
were open, I went inside to take 
a look to talk to someone and my 
imagination was lit when I saw 
an old stage and heard the echo 
of my voice asking if anyone 
was there. Thanks to the gener-
osity of the Alva School District 
Superintendent, School Board, 
and Transportation Manager, 
Richard Burton, we were able 
to pull off our first concert and 
secure the venue for a second. 
Last year, it was our most well 
attended concert and I hope we 
get to welcome another record 
turnout. It is sure to be different 
than last year, but hopefully just 
as inspiring and memorable.”

Soundscapes is a word that 
refers to the sounds around us. 

The NWOSU Singers and Chorale will be performing “Soundscapes II”  
at 7 p.m. tonight, at the old bus barn./Courtesy of University Relations

The director thought it would be fun to 
feature pieces that show the versatility 
of the human voice and have unique 
combinations of sounds. 

The NWOSU Chorale and Singers 
will be performing with a steel band 
from Kansas. A steel band is a set of 
metal bowls that have pitched spots on 
the bowls. 

“Most people recognize the sound 
from The Little Mermaid in ‘Under 
the Sea,’” Longhurst said. “We will 
be performing music composed for 
the reverberant sanctuaries of gigantic 
churches, feature overtone singing and 
more.”

Soundscapes is free and open to 
the public, but donations will be ac-
cepted as members of the choir are 
raising funds for their summer 2017 
European tour.

Choir member Aaron Pierce, a 
sophomore vocal music education 
major, says the choir is excited for their 
final concert of the year. 

The music featured at the concert is 
the music Chorale will be taking on their 

Europe tour this summer with the 
Music Celebrations International 
“Jubilate Mozart” festival. Along 
with these songs the Chorale will 
be performing Mozart’s Corona-
tion Mass, with other choirs from 
around the United States. 

“We fly into Munich, Ger-
many on June, 27 and drive to 
Salzburg, Austria where we will 
spend four days,” Pierce said. 
“We will then drive to Prague, 
Czech Republic where we will 
spend another three days. It will 
be an amazing experience for all 
going.”

Some places the choir will 
be visiting on their trip are the 
Neuschwanstein Castle, which 
the Disney castle is modeled 
after, a Holocaust concentra-
tion camp in Terezin, and many 
locations featured in the Sound 
of Music.

NW Singers, Chorale 
present Soundscapes II

See CONCERT, page 5
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This publication, printed by North-
western Oklahoma State University, is 
issued by the University as authorized by the 
Regional University System of Oklahoma. 
1,600 copies have been prepared and distrib-
uted at a cost to the taxpayers of the State of 
Oklahoma of $368.00.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters to the editor shall bear the 

author’s handwritten signature, home-
town, classification, title, etc., address 
and phone number for verification and 
shall be kept on file. Unsigned letters to 
the editor will not be published.

Letters must be turned in by 
noon on Tuesday to the News office 
in JDA232. Letters via e-mail are 
acceptable as long as they follow 
the rules stated above and can be 
sent to nwnews@nwosu.edu. Please 
limit submissions to no more than 250 
words. The editors reserve the right to 
condense or edit any letter for grammar, 
libel and space limitations. All letters 
submitted may not be used. 

All letters represent the views 
of the author.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Yearly subscriptions to the News are 

$15.00.

I was always told college 
would be the best years of my 
life and I always laughed at 
the thought of it. But low and 
behold, I’ve learned it was true.  

I won’t lie. There’s been 
several times throughout the 
years that I’ve thought to my-
self “this is the worst thing 
ever, I hate school.” Partly 
because I tend to be a tad over-
dramatic, but that’s besides the 
point. I just never understood 
how being broke, tired and 
hungry, while struggling to 
meet deadlines and maintain a 
decent (or in my case, striving 
for perfect) GPA could pos-
sibly make for the best years 
of my life. But let me tell you, 
they did. 

However, it wasn’t the lack 

of money, sleep or food or re-
ally even the classes that made 
for the great in these past four 
years. It was all of the lessons 
I’ve learned through the years 
that I didn’t learn while sitting 
in a classroom or working into 
the late hours of the night on 
assignments I had been putting 
off for weeks. 

Here’s four life lessons 
I’ve learned in college that I 
didn’t have to take a final over: 

1. Don’t be shaken. 
You’re going to get worn 
out. You’re going to feel 
like no matter how hard you 
work, it’s not hard enough. 
You’re going to feel defeated 
at times and you’re going to 
want to quit. But don’t let 
those things distract you from 
finishing what you started, no 
matter what it is. When life 
gets tough, prove that you’re 

Life lessons learned in college
tougher. 

2. Practice the 3 
P’s. Patience, prayer and 
persistence. I’ve found that 
this works in just about every 
situation. Be patient with 
yourself and others, pray 
about it and don’t give up, no 
matter how hard it gets.

3. And don’t forget 
about the F. F is for friends 
{and friendliness}. One of 
the best things about college, 
especially a small college, is 
that you spend so much time 
with the people around you. 
This means one of two things: 
you either want to strangle 
each other or you become 
best friends, sometimes both 
happen at the same time. 
Either way, these people are 
your people for the duration 
of your time here and you’re 
all in this together. Be friendly 

to everyone you encounter in 
life, you never know what 
may come of it.  

4. Find the good in 
every situation, even the 
bad ones. Nothing is 100 
percent bad. There’s good in 
everything, sometimes you 
just have to look harder. This 
one is hard to do. When you 
focus on negative outcomes, 
the only outcome you can get 
is negative. Find the good and 
focus on it and chances are 
you’re way more successful. 

In all 23 of my years, I 
have to say the last four I’ve 
spent in college rank at the top 
of the list of good ones. I don’t 
know what the future holds, but 
I know that in 10 years it won’t 
be the initial challenge I faced 
that I remember, but how I 
overcame them and the memo-
ries I made along the way. 

“We have been work-
ing very hard this year and 
would really like seeing our 
fellow students come and 
support us,” Pierce said. 

Longhurst said the fun-
draising goal is close to 
being met, but they will of-
fer another fundraising op-
portunity to the community 
during the concert. 

Tickets will be sold at 
the event with the chance 
to win a Northwestern gift 
basket, Rialto movie pack-
age and a mini performance 
by the Northwestern Sing-
ers.

Angelia Case, academic 
projects assistant and media 
specialist says as with all 
the Fine Arts groups, the 
choirs work so hard devel-
oping their music for their 
performances. 

“You can’t go wrong 
attending these concerts,” 
Case said. “They provide 
quality experiences at every 
performance. Please come 
and support the Arts!  You 
won’t be disappointed.”

Concert
From page 4 Theater performance 

captivates audiences

The Northwestern theater presented “All of This and Moonlight” Thursday, Friday and Saturday at the Herod 
Hall auditorium. Biology major Nicholas Wygle (left) played the role of Rick who has taken Mickey Jordans’ 
character Ned (right) out to a baseball game. The two are not using the binoculars to zoom in on the baseball 
game action but rather check out the babes in the stands./Photo by Erin Hopkins 
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Coming to Alva has taught me that, no matter how 
much you dislike a town, people can always make the 
place better. I came here on a softball scholarship and 
ended up with a short lived career. The coaches were 
terrible and the athletic department didn’t seem to care. 
Although I had an offer to escape, I stayed because the 
community here made all the difference. I loved my 
teammates and professors (and still do), they’re the 
reason I didn’t mind spending my time in Alva. 

Adair, Mrs. Brown and Dr. Armstrong have been 
some of the best professors I’ve ever had and I thank 
them for all of their time and effort they’ve put into 
teaching their students. Now, I’ve had multiple other 
professors that have gone above and beyond to help 
their students but these three have been my rock for the 
past two years. Thank you for all you’ve done for me! 
I’ll miss this place because I’ll miss all the people I’ve 
met along the way. 

Also, it’s been a blessing to watch our Universi-
ty grow. The changes the faculty leaders have made 
recently put me in a better mindset for leaving. Like I 
said earlier, when I first got here the athletic department 
was bad…like really bad. However, this past year, with 
Franz as the AD and other new department heads, has 
been the greatest change to the athletic department. 
They’ve made solid coaching changes and my only 
wish is to have played softball while they were running 
the department. 

Ride Rangers Ride!

By COOPER STANLEY
Student Reporter

I knew the first day of class when I got to Northwestern as a ju-
nior, and had my first Mass Communication class that I chose the right 
major. The wide variety of skills I have learned through Dr. Armstrong, 
Mr. Adair, Miss Zimmerman, and Mrs. Brown, are skills I will take 
with me from here and utilize regardless of what the future has in store 
for me.

I’ve appreciated the tight knit group of students I have had the 
pleasure of taking most of my communications classes with, the report 
I have built with students and teachers alike is something I didn’t ex-
pect to happen when coming to Northwestern. I want to thank all that 
have helped me graduate from here, and wish all of those the best of 
luck who are graduating with me in their future endeavors, as well as 
all those who are returning to Northwestern. 

I chose Northwestern four years ago, and 
it is still one of the best decisions I’ve made. 
I am thankful for all of the opportunities I’ve 
had and the support that I’ve received from the 
faculty and staff here. 

The Mass Communication Program has be-
come my second home. The professors are ded-
icated to the students in the program and have 
helped prepare me for my future. I am grateful 
for their help and instruction. 

It’s a little bittersweet to close this chapter 
of my life, but I am excited to see what the fu-
ture holds for me and my peers. 

By HAYLEE BATES
Student Reporter

By KATELYN HART
Student Reporter

I am so thankful I was able to come back to Northwestern 
and pick up right where I left off. One year ago I was travel-
ing the country for my job and just a few months later I am 
finishing my degree. I have gained so many life lessons from 
Northwestern. I am blessed and honored to have spent my 
college years in the small town of Alva, Oklahoma. The Mass 
Communications department has taken me in and become like 
my family. Each and every person at Northwestern has made a 
wonderful impact on my life.  

I would like to thank everyone in the Mass Communications 
department throughout the years. The friendships and life 
lessons I have gained are truly indispensable. I feel like I am 
ready to take on the world and I will always be a ranger

By NICK VILLALOBOS
Editor-in-Chief

Looking back at my time at Northwestern, 
and the Northwestern News, I see only God’s 
good work. Whether it was during the hard times 
I faced, or in the best times, He was right there 
directing every step. In each of those times, He 
was teaching me to praise Him through it all. 

To the Northwestern family I have come 
to be a part of over the last four years, I just 
want to say this, ‘Thank you for being a part 
of my experience here at Northwestern, and the 
Northwestern News. When I look back at my 
time here, I will see you as part of God’s good 
work.

By RACHEL EMERSON
Student Reporter

Oh, Northwestern. It’s been a great two and a half years full of adventures, 
challenges and I can’t forget the frequent coffee (or snack) breaks. 

I transferred to Northwestern in the middle of my sophomore year after fin-
ishing my associates degree at Northern Oklahoma College. Although I wasn’t 
here at Northwestern for a full four years, I’m so thankful for the time I did get 
to spend here and the many friendships and memories I’ve made along the way. 

I keep saying I won’t miss Alva or college, but I will most definitely miss 
Northwestern. Although I’ve grown tired of looking at them since it’s the only 
part of campus I ever see, I’ll miss the mass communications hallway and maybe 
even the Northwestern Newsroom too.

I don’t know where God’s plans will lead me to next, but I’m excited for this 
ending and the new beginning to follow.

Ride Rangers Ride! 

When I moved from California to Oklahoma to attend 
Northwestern I faced an immense amount of culture shock. 
Everything was different for me and I went through a long 
adjustment period. I honestly didn’t know if I could handle 
it at first. However, I’m glad that I stayed here all four 
years. 

Through the mass communication department I have 
become a more independent, outspoken, and confident per-
son. I have learned skills here at Northwestern that I will 
take and use throughout the rest of my life. Although I am 
moving on, I will miss small town Alva and all the great 
people I’ve come to know and the wonderful experiences 
I’ve had. By TAYLOR MORRIS

Student Reporter

By SAVANNAH TILLMAN
Feature Editor

 Over the last six years, my journey at 
Northwestern has been filled with rough and 
windy roads. 

Switching my major (even though it was 
late in the game), to Mass Communication, 
was one of the greatest decisions I have ever 
made. 

The family bond that we have created 
with the students in this department, has made 
my experience at Northwestern unforgettable. 

From my teachers to my family, I re-
ceived tons of support every step of the way 
to chase my dreams. 

I am so grateful for the opportunities I 
have been given and knowledge that I have 
received to excel in any path I choose. 

Northwestern News and NWTV7 allowed 
me to express my creative passions and really 
let me light shine.

From all the memories, laughs, tears and 
crazy moments, I have grown into the woman 
I am today. 

I have made lifelong friends, not only 
within Mass Communication department but 
throughout the campus and community as 
well. 

My heart bleeds red and black and I am 
now and will forever be a Ranger. 

Four years have come and gone way too fast and I’m thankful 
for all the time I have spent here. From the family atmosphere to 
the smiling faces I have grown so fond of,  I cannot thank this 
place enough for my journey this far. And preparing me for the 
next phase of my life step by step, as a businesswoman and a wife. 
I have gained so many friends and learned the most important life 
lessons. 

I have had some of the most amazing teachers that a school 
can offer. The administration and faculty at Northwestern make 
you feel as if you are the most important person in the world. The 
Northwestern will always be my home away from home. Thank 
you Northwestern for everything you have done for me and every-
thing you will continue to do for your students. By VICTORIA SCHNAUFER

Student Reporter

The Mass Comm nine are breaking free from the world of Northwestern News. They have devoted time and effort to making the newspaper to what it is today. They 
have put four plus years into this legacy and are finally graduating. Their thumbprints will forever impact Northwestern and the Mass Communication program. 
The seniors are from left to right: Cooper Stanley, Haylee Bates, Rachel Emerson, Nick Villalobos, Savannah Tillman, Victoria Schnaufer, Caitlin Dreadfulwater and 
Katelyn Hart.

We would like to thank Google, Wikipedia, 
Photoshop and whoever created copy and paste! 

~Anonymous
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Calendar 
of 

events
April 27

Cinco de Mayo 
Fiesta
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Student Center 
Ranger Room

Psych Club & EPIC 
Movie Night: Ac-
cepted
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Education Center 
109

Soundscapes II
7 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.
Off Campus Loca-
tions - Alva PS Bus 
Barn (Old Armory)

April 28

NWOSU Band Con-
cert - Emblems
7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Herod Hall Audito-
rium

April 29

Spring Reunion 
Dinner
6 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Percefull Fieldhouse 
- Gymnasium

May 5

Division of Nursing 
Pinning Ceremony
6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Herod Hall Audito-
rium

Division of Nursing 
Pinning Reception
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Student Center Ball-
room

May 6

Education Pinning 
Ceremony
8 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Education Center 
109

Commencement
10:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Ranger Football 
Field

Commencement 
Reception
12 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Student Center Ball-
room

F is for… finals! Although, 
I’m sure most of you are thinking 
of another F word for these next 
two weeks. To ease the stress, 
somewhat, I’ve searched for help-
ful tips to prepare you for your 
finals! WOO… 

1. Create your own study 
guide (it pays to write things 
down!)

While many teachers provide 
a study guide, creating your own 
can help you understand the ma-
terial. Plus, studies show, when 
you actually write things down, 
your brain can better memorize 
and learn the information. USE 
NOTE CARDS! 

2. Ask questions
Your professors are there to 

help, believe it or not! Don’t be 
afraid to ask for help or schedule 
an appointment with your profes-
sor to make sure you know your 
sh…stuff. 

3. Attend the review session/
DON’T MISS CLASS

Review sessions offer vital 
information on exam format, 
what will be on the exam and key 
concepts you should be focusing 
your studies on. If you sleep in 
or feel like you know everything, 
you’re wrong. Any bit of help can 
make a drastic influence on your 
final grade.

4. Start early
Let’s be honest, everybody 

crams the night before. However, 
if you start ahead of schedule, 
you’ll cram less the night before 
and be less stressed about getting 
that C! Jk, that A!

5. Organize a group study 
session - YASSS!

It can be helpful to study in 

groups – sometimes. Evaluate 
whether or not studying with oth-
ers will be beneficial to the subject 
as well at your learning process. 
If you have that group who will 
actually help you learn, GREAT. 
Having a support group always 
helps and they can help you out if 
there’s still something you’re not 
understanding. 

6. Study things not on the 
study guide 

You know how teachers love 
to throw those curve balls!

Study guides aren’t always 
comprehensive – they’re just sug-
gestions of the main concepts to 
learn. Use your study guide for its 
intended purpose: a guide. Be sure 
to fill in the blanks with related 
information. 

7. Take breaks
You won’t be able to memo-

rize or comprehend all the ma-
terial at once. Balance is key 
– ensure that you reward learning 
with break times to recharge and 
relax. However, this doesn’t mean 
you should watch a full episode 
on Netflix for every right answer 
you get!

8. Stay well-rested
There’s a lot to be said about 

a good night’s sleep. Make sure 

you’re well-rested so that you 
can be fully focused during your 
exams.

9. Create a study schedule 
– and follow it

Splitting the material into 
chunks you can actually achieve 
can be very beneficial. That way, 
you can keep track of what you’ve 
accomplished instead of looking 
at the big picture and getting over-
whelmed. IT WORKS PEOPLE!

10. Prioritize your study 
time

I know you’re sick of hearing 
“prioritize” but if you don’t have 
to stress over an easier test, why 
would you?

Some exams will be more 
difficult than others, some you 
may find easier to study for. Some 
may be worth more of your grade 
than others. Make sure to evaluate 
all of your exams to consider and 
determine all of the involved fac-
tors so you can study accordingly.

11. Study for the style of 
exam

If it’s multiple choice, you’ll 
need to know definitions and con-
cepts. For essay exams, focus on 
your understanding of all the con-
cepts presented, with examples 
in mind.

12. Pace yourself
Make sure you stay focused 

and don’t burn yourself out. A 
great way to do so is to pace 
yourself rather than opting for 
the dreaded all-nighter. You can 
easily pace yourself by following 
tips like starting early, creating a 
study schedule and taking breaks 
when necessary! 

13. Revolve your focus
Switching up your subjects is 

a helpful way to learn everything 
for your exams while preventing 
burnout on one topic. Make sure 
to switch it up before your eyes 
glaze over! That way, you can 
keep studying for longer periods 
of time while maintaining your 
focus.

14. Color code it
Create a system that allows 

you to color code material that’s 
going to be on the exam by what’s 
most important, less important, 
etc. This will help you focus on 
the most pertinent information and 
prioritize (there’s that word again) 
the material.

15. Make it fun!
It’s easier to focus if you 

adapt to studying by quizzing 
yourself, creating acronyms or 
rewarding yourself for a job well 
done. Create a game plan – literal-
ly – that allows you to accomplish 
tasks and be rewarded for each. 

For example, why not reward 
yourself with a piece of chocolate 
or a sip of your coffee after you’ve 
accomplished a new chapter or 
allow yourself five minutes of 
free time for every chunk of mate-
rial you digest? Again, NO FULL 
NETFLIX EPISODES.

You can even add in fun fac-
tors like power-ups every time you 
learn a new definition and lose a 
life, which means you add another 
definition to your list, when you 
get an answer wrong!

By CAIT DREADFULWATER
Staff Writer

15 study strategies for finals week

Step 1: Use scissors to cut 
crayons in half.

Step 2: Organize the crayons.

Step 3: Use hot glue gun to 
glue cut crayons onto the canvas.

Step 4: Print out quote and 
Mod Podge it to the canvas.

Step 5: Use hair dryer to 
melt crayons.

Warning: melted crayon may 
try to fly off the canvas.

Step 6: Let both crayons and 
Mod Podge dry.

Step 7: Well done, you now 
have a colorful piece of art!

How to create a color canvas
By DEITRA WEDD
Staff Writer
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Nominee 
responses 

for the 
Good-

Looking 
Award

Clara O’ Conner
Freshman

“So... my go to is Nike 
shorts and a t shirt. I’m not sure 
how I got nominated for this but 
thanks! They must have seen me 
on one of those rare occasions 
where I actually planned my 
outfit, didn’t sleep in, and put 
my hair in something other than 
a ponytail.”

Macie Malone
Junior

“First of all, I am so incredibly flat-
tered to have been nominated for this. What 
a day maker!! While it makes a person feel 

great to be admired on outward appear-
ance, I definitely hope my inside is just as 

appealing. I want to give a HUGE thank 
you to whoever nominated me. I hope they 

know it dramatically made my day… my 
WEEK, absolutely fantastic! ‘Good looks 
fade, but a good heart keeps you beautiful 

forever!’ – Karen Salmansohn.”

Greg Minor
Junior

“I appreciate the nomination. Good 
lookin’ out.”

Haylee Bates
Senior

“I get asked, “What’s the most 
embarrassing thing that has ever hap-
pened to you,” pretty frequently because 
I’m a relatively awkward person. This 
nomination would have to be that thing. 
Thank you for the wardrobe compliment 
though!”

Maddi McGraw
Junior

“Thank you!! I appreciate 
your nice comment.”

Megan Maharry
Freshman

“I want to thank whoever 
said this, I’m really flattered! 

I’ll also make sure to never 
change my hair!”

Branon Green
Junior

Brandon was so honored 
by this award that he’s speech-
less.

Kelsey Schumpert
Junior

“I’m extremely flattered and 
shocked by this nomination! I appreci-

ate the thought and consideration of the 
person who so kindly took the time to 
nominate me for this award. Could all 

the nominators please stand up??”  

Nick Villalobos
Senior

“Honestly, when I first heard I was nominated, I was a bit creeped out because of the description that the per-
son left, but then after it set in for awhile, I was more okay with it. It’s not everyday you get admired in this man-
ner, and if it brings some awareness to the Northwestern News, the place in which I worked at for the last 3 and a 
half years, then hey, I’m perfectly okay with it. To the one who nominated me, thank you but in all reality you’re 

the one that should have been nominated though!”

Austin Klug
Senior

“This nomination was a pleasant 
surprise. I honestly thought it was a joke 
written by my teammates, but it feels 
good that people can see my personality 
without necessarily knowing me.”

Hayley Brattain
Senior 

“It’s a great feeling 
knowing that I give off that 
kind of vibe. To the person 

who wrote this, I appreciate 
every word.”
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By KATIE LACKEY
Student Reporter

By  RANGERS ATHLETIC 
DEPARTMENT

For team ropers Edgar Fierro 
and Kass Bittle, their plan of sticking 
to the basics paid off at the Fort Hays 
State University college rodeo. 

“In the long go, we just wanted 
to go out there and make a snappy 
run,” Bittle of Kremlin, said. 

The team-roping duo succeeded 
with a 7.1 in the first round, which 
was good enough to send them to 
the short round in three-way tie for 
first place. 

Their success carried on to the 
short round as they turned in a 7.8, 
which was fast enough for second 
place in that round. Their average 
time of 14.9 on two steers won them 
the average title in the team roping. 

“I have confidence in Kass,” 
Fierro of Hennessy, said. “We just 

went in there and got it done, and it 
worked out in our favor.” 

Fierro and Bittle were joined by 
other teammates in the short round. 
Maverick Harper of Stephenville, 
Texas, and partner Tanner Nall of 
Colcord, also turned in two solids 
run over the weekend, which helped 
them secure a third place finish in 
the average. 

Grayson Allred of Kanarraville, 
Utah, pulled through with a fourth 
place finish in the tie-down roping. 
He was a 24.2 in the first round, but 
a faster time of 21 on his second calf 
helped him win points for the men’s 
team. Cole Patterson of Pratt Kansas, 
also earned points in tie-down roping. 
His first round time of 14.8 earned 
him 40 points, but a no time in the 
short round cost him a chance at the 
average.

Only two Northwestern steer 

wrestlers made it back to the short 
round, but they were able to claim 
the first and second spots. Joby Al-
len of Alva, split second place in the 
first round with a 5.3. He went on to 
throw his short round steer down in 
5.5 seconds. His cumulative time of 
10.8 on two steers was good enough 
to win the average. Cody Devers of 
Perryton, Texas, was not far behind. 
He was a 5.5 on both steers, giving 
him a cumulative time of 11 seconds, 
which was fast enough for second in 
the average. 

The Northwestern men went on 
to win the team title with 380 points. 

“We had a good rodeo with a 
team roping win and a bulldogging 
win,” head rodeo coach Stockton 
Graves said. “That’s one of the better 
rodeos we’ve had this year.”

The women’s team also found 
success in multiple events. Tearnee 

Nelson of Faith, South Dakota, won 
the first round of goat tying with a 7.8. 
She followed that up with another 7.8 
in the short round. The pair of 7.8s 
earned her a second place finish in 
the average. She was accompanied 
in the short round by Jenny Massing 
of Alberta, Canada Massing tied and 
8.4 in the first round. Then an 8.2 in 
the second round. She finished sixth 
in the average with a 16.6 on two runs. 

Sara Bynum of Beggs, was the 
only Ranger to make the short round 
in barrel racing. She ran a 17.88 in the 
first round, which brought her back 
to the short round in fourth place. In 
the short round, she was able to win it 
with a 17.40. Her two runs earned her 
a second place finish in the average. 

In the breakaway roping, 
three women made it back to the 
short round. Brandi Hollenbeck of 
Hutchinson, Kansas, finished sec-

ond in the first round with a 3.1. She 
managed another second place finish 
in the short round with a 3.3. She 
finished out the weekend second in 
the average with a 6.4 on two runs. 
Katy Miller of Faith, South Dakota, 
finished ninth in the first round with a 
3.7. She was a 5.2 in the short round, 
which earned her a fourth place finish 
in the round as well as the average. 
Ashlyn Moeder of Oakley, Kansas, 
also picked up some points in the 
breakaway. Her 3.5 in the first round 
had her sitting fourth, but a no time 
in the short go cost her any chance of 
being in the average. 

The Northwestern women also 
won the team title at Fort Hays State 
University with 505 points. 

“I tell them every weekend, they 
just can’t relax,” Graves said. “We’ve 
got one rodeo left, and it will make us 
or break us right here.” 

Rodeo team dominates Hays

Northwestern Oklahoma 
State and Henderson State 
finished off their series on 
April 23 where the Reddies 
came away with the sweep, 
following a 6-1 victory.

The third game starter 
f o r  t h e  w e e k e n d  w a s 
freshman Sean Rydell who 
w e n t  4 . 1  i n n i n g s ,  a n d 
surrendered four runs in his 
outing.

Leading the way at the 
dish for the Rangers were two 
batters in Pat Delano and TJ 
Kassner who each collected 
two hits on the day. The rest 
of the Rangers squad had 
three hits for a seven-hit day.

Following an opening 
two walks ,  the  Rangers 
were able to successfully 
get out of the jam unscathed, 
following a double play to 
end the threat.

N o r t h w e s t e r n 

capitalized on the momentum 
in their first plate appearance 
as Douglas crossed home plate 
on an infield single to the 
right side by Deckard. That 
would be all the hosts could 
produce however, but it was 
good enough for a 1-0 lead.

The Reddies plated a run 
of their own in the top of the 
second to knot it up at 1-1 on 
two hits, while the Rangers 
came up empty in the second 
in the runs category.

Following a clean third 
inning on the mound for Rydell, 
HSU got the bats rolling in the 
fourth, scoring three runs to put 
the score at 4-1.

A n  e a r l y  s t r u g g l e  i n 
the  f i f th  f rame for  Rydel l 
pulled him off  the mound, 
where Nick Llorente came on 
in relief. Llorente allowed two 
baserunners, but was able to 
get out of the threat with no 
damage done.

The Reddie starter kept 
the Ranger bats at bay for a 

good majority of the game 
after giving up an opening 
inning run.

Llorente continued to 
mow down the Reddies as 
he would get through the 
seventh with no runs scored, 
but the visitors got back 
on the board in the eighth 
following a laced triple to 
right center, putting them 
up 5-1.

F o l l o w i n g  a n o t h e r 
s co re l e s s  i nn ing  in  the 
eighth for the Rangers, the 
visitors tacked on another 
run to make it a five-run 
game at 6-1 which is where 
the score would stay after 
another scoreless inning for 
the home club.

R a n g e r  b a s e b a l l 
w i l l  c o m p e t e  a g a i n s t 
Southwestern  Oklahoma 
State University at 7 p.m. 
in  Myers  S tad ium.  The 
series will continue with 
two games on Saturday at 1 
p.m. and 4 p.m. 

Baseball defeated 

Photo by Cooper Stanley

Kass Bittle and Edgar Fierro team roping at Fort Hays State University where they won the weekend average. /Photo by Melissa Couture
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By  RANGERS ATHLETIC 
DEPARTMENTBy DOCKER HAUB

Student Reporter

By  RANGERS ATHLETIC 
DEPARTMENT April 28

April 29

Athletic Events

Softball

Baseball

2 p.m. Rangers at Hard-
ing University

12 p.m. Rangers at Hard-
ing University

7 p.m. Rangers vs South-
western Okla. State Uni-
versity

Softball 

4 p.m. Rangers at Hard-
ing University

2 p.m. Rangers at Hard-
ing University

Rodeo

Baseball
1 p.m. Rangers vs South-
western Okla. State Uni-
versity

4 p.m. Rangers vs South-
western Okla. State Uni-
versity

Rodeo
Rangers at Panhandle 
State University

Rangers at Panhandle 
State University 

Northwestern took on 
Henderson State University 
in the second and final day of 
the series. Game one would 
not go the Rangers way as the 
Reddies would take game one 
of the day 8-0. Northwestern 
kept things close in game two 
but dropped the finale 1-0. 
Game 1

Having split day one of the 
series Northwestern looked to grab 
two wins from Henderson State on 
day two.HSU managed to snag 
three early runs off of Garza in 
the second inning and would add 
five more in the fifth to cushion 
their lead.

Jalena Arthur was brought out 
of the bullpen for Northwestern 
in the fifth where she would only 
face one batter and allowed one hit.

HSU kept the Ranger bats 

fairly quiet allowing just four hits 
and no runs. Northwestern would 
get hits from Parrot, Madewell , 
Alex Hayes and Peyton Garrett but 
could not muster any runs out of 
them.
Game 2

Murray held the Reddie 
offense at bay for most of the 
game allowing just five hits and 
one run. Her only blemish came in 
the fourth inning where she gave 
up a homerun which would be the 
only run given up.

The Ranger bats were held 
relatively quiet as Northwestern 
only had four hits in the game with 
Senior Amber Mills leading the 
offense with two hits. Madewell 
and Estes contributed one hit a 
piece to the stat line.

One run would be all Reddie 
pitcher Michelle Sorensen would 
need as she picked up where she 
left off in game one yesterday 
allowing just four hits and no runs.

The Northwestern Oklahoma 
State men’s and women’s golf teams 
finished up the second of three 
rounds on Monday afternoon in the 
2017 Great American Conference 
Championships held at Hot Springs 
Country Club in Hot Springs, 
Arkansas. Both teams improved on 
their first round scoring in round 
one with the women improving five 
strokes to finish with a team total 
of 333 and the men improving two 
strokes to post a 319 team total.

The women were paced by 
sophomore Brittani Casement’s round 
of 75, which ties teammate Kelsi 
Wilson for the lowest individual 
round in the NCAA Division II era for 
the women’s golf program. Casement 
finds herself in solo tenth place with 
a two-day total of 157, setting her up 
for a school-record type finish if she 
keeps pace.

The women dropped back a 
spot on the leaderboard and now sit 
in seventh place with a two-day total 
of 671, just one shot behind Southern 
Arkansas. Head coach Aaron Ford’s 
team will enter the third round just five 
strokes behind Arkansas-Monticello 
in fifth place. Arkansas Tech will 
hold a one-shot lead over Henderson 
State entering tomorrow’s final round 
at a 608 team total. Southwestern 
Oklahoma State’s Elin Wahlin posted 
the lowest individual round of the day 
at 70 to begin the final round with the 
lead at 144.

Kelsi Wilson shot an 86 during 
the second round to enter the final 
round in a tie for 25th place at 167. 
Freshman Hallie Ward continued to 
gain experience on the difficult Park 
Course at Hot Springs Country Club 
and improved on her first round score 

with an 86 to come in with a two-
day total of 175. Ward finds herself 
in 38th place while junior Olivia 
Brock shot a second-round 92 to 
sit three spots back of Ward with a 
178 total.

Sophomore Nikkole Donk had 
the biggest improvement for coach 
Ford’s squad, bettering her first round 
with an 86 to sit in 42nd place at 181.

Coach Ford understands the 
position his ladies now sit in within 
striking distance of multiple other 
conference teams for the first time in 
the program’s history in the GAC. A 
solid round from his squad tomorrow 
morning could propel them into the 
top five, a position that would be 
remarkable considering where his 
team began at the beginning of the 
transition into NCAA Division II 
from NAIA.

“There was definitely some 
improvement from the ladies out 
there today thanks in large part to 

a huge round of 75 from Brittani,” 
coach Ford said, “The girls finished 
better than yesterday, but too many 
big numbers combined with a slow 
start held a few of the girls back from 
building any momentum. Overall it 
was a successful day and being only 
six strokes back from fourth place will 
set up an exciting round tomorrow. I 
expect the girls to come out with a 
lot of energy and post good scores.”

The men’s team also improved 
on their first round performance, but 
still remain in ninth place with a two-
day total of 640. Freshman Parker 
Rehorn fired a solid round of 75 
to improve five strokes on his first 
round, placing him in a tie for 37th 

place at 155.
The team will have to have the 

mindset of posting low numbers 
tomorrow as they will be 27 strokes 
behind the nearest team in Arkansas-
Monticello at 613. Henderson State 
shot to the top of the leaderboard 

following an unbelievable day on 
the course that included four of 
their players shooting par or better. 
Henderson will enter the final day 
with an eight-shot lead over Arkansas 
Tech at 569. Reddies golfer Nick 
Shapiro carded a 65 today to move 
into solo first place by one shot over 
Arkansas Tech’s Austin Smith at 139.

Rehorn was followed up by 
fellow freshman Cody Hixon with a 
round of 80 to sit in 43rd place at 160 
(80-80). Multiple other Ranger golfers 
find themselves around Hixon’s total 
including Cole Ward, Drew Sims 
and Collin Stork.

“Another down day on our 
side of the course,” coach Ward 
said, “Parker really stepped up and 
overcame some adversity to hold a 
solid round together. It’s not a good 
feeling for anyone to end a season like 
this, so hopefully we can get some 
momentum going during the final 
round tomorrow.”

Golf improves on scores

The Northwestern Okla-
homa State football team had 
their spring football game April 
22.  The spring game was held 
at Ranger Field and started at 
7 p.m.

The Rangers were split up 
into two different teams: the 
red team and the black team.  
The game consisted of 2 quar-
ters with a 15 minute stopping 
clock and 2 quarters with a 15 
minute running clock.  

To start the game, the kick-
off unit ran a rep of kickoff on 
air.  Punt and kickoff return 
were also ran on air simultane-
ously throughout the game.  

The black team put the 
first points on the board early 
in the first quarter, scoring off 
of a completed pass from Isiah 
Weed to Dashawn Gordon.  The 

red team remained scoreless 
for most of the first quarter 
until a late TD pass from Mike 
Neal to Docker Haub tied the 
game at 7.  

In the second quarter, the 
black team broke away with 
a 14-7 lead over the red team 
right before half-time coming 
off a TD pass from Ty Hooper 
to Jamar Morris.  

After half, the red team 
tied the game back up late in 
the third quarter from a TD 
pass from Mike Neal to Kerry 
Hall.  The game remained tied 
until late in the fourth quarter 
when a running TD from Dake 
Reese put the black team ahead 
21-14 over the red team.  

The black defense was able 
to hold off the offense for the 
red unit and a late red-zone in-
terception by Mike Thompson 
sealed the win for the black 
team.

Softball team defeated 
in HSU weekend series 

Ranger football holds 
springtime scrimmage

Drew Sims putting during Great American Conference Championships. /Photo Provided

Photo Provided



NORTHWESTERN NEWS

The Buzz
April 27, 2017Northwestern NewsPage 12

Ranger athletes motivation

Melissa Couture
Rodeo - Freshman - Springdale, Ark. 

Favorite quote: “Someone once told me not to bite off 
more than I can chew. I said I’d rather choke on greatness 
than nibble on mediocricy.”

Mental Strategies: “Every time before I compete I tell my-
self to trust the process.”

Mental struggle overcame: “A big thing I’ve had to over-
come is getting down on myself when I don’t do good, and 
once I stopped comparing myself to others in the arena, that 
helped me stay positive and believe in myself more.”

Final Thoughts: “Another thing that has helped me is find-
ing my reason why. Why I wanted to win and why I wanted 
to compete.”

Basketball - Senior - Riverside, Calif.  
Austin Klug
Favorite quote: “A tiger doesnt lose sleep 
over the opinion of sheep.”

Mental strategies: “Routine helps prepara-
tion. I do the same things every game day. I 
spend my preparation imagining my opponents 
tendencies and getting my body ready for the 
game.” 

Mental struggles overcame: “Playing with 
my parents in the stands always killed my 
games in highschool. Now I block out the en-
tire crowd. I only hear coaches and teammates 
during games.” 

Audrey Estes
Softball - Junior - Tulsa 

Favorite quote: “When you want to succeed as bad as 
you want to breathe, then you will be successful” -Eric 
Thomas

Mental struggles overcame: “There are days where 
student athletes are just simply exhausted and don’t 
want to participate. When that happens it’s important to 
remind yourself that you’re getting to play a sport that 
you love at a level that many people don’t have to op-
portunity to play at.”

Final thoughts: “I think that intrinsic motivation is ex-
tremely important. If someone is able to motivate them-
selves, they will actually extrinsically motivate others.” 

“I want to encourage the discour-
aged, and include the excluded.” 
-Melissa Couture

“Motivation is contagious. When one 
person buys in and gives it there all, 
others will follow.” -Audrey Estes

By SAMI MCGUIRE
Sports Editor RIDE RANGERS RIDE
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