
According to www.earthday.
org, since the first Earth Day on 
April 22, 1970, and the develop-
ment of the Earth Day Network, 
supporters work year round to 
solve climate change, to end plas-
tic pollution, to protect endan-
gered species, and to broaden, 
educate, and activate the envi-
ronmental movement across the 
globe.

 Earth Day is now a global 
event each year with more than 
1 billion people in 192 countries 
that take part in what is the largest 
civic-focused day of action in the 
world. It is a day of political ac-
tion and civic participation. Peo-
ple march, sign petitions, meet 
with their elected officials, plant 
trees and clean up their towns and 
roads.

One easy way to contribute to 
Earth Day, or any other day of the 
year, is to recycle. However, liv-
ing in small towns such as Alva 
could pose a problem consider-
ing there is no recycling center 

in town or this county. The clos-
est recycling center is in Kiowa, 
Kan., which is 26 miles from 
Alva, and even further for sur-
rounding towns.

If one is willing to make the 
trip to Kiowa, they do accept ma-
terials such as: #1 Plastics – any 
color, #2 Plastics – no color, tele-
phone directories, chipboard – ce-
real boxes, soda/alcohol cartons, 
frozen food boxes, etc., maga-
zine/slicks – coupons/newspaper 
inserts, etc., cardboard – corru-
gated, newspapers – remove all 
slick paper inserts, office pack 
paper – no sticky labels or cel-
lophane, white paper – no color, 
shredded paper, aluminum cans, 
tin cans, clear glass, green glass 
and brown glass. 

Their hours consist of the first 
Thursday of the month from 4:00 
p.m.- 6:00 p.m. Onc could also 
visit on the third Saturday of the 
month 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. and 
every Tuesday from 1:00 p.m.-
2:00 p.m. 

Although recycling or pick-
ing up trash is what is common-
ly thought of when Earth Day is 
mentioned, they are not the only 

options for participation. www.
conserve-energy-future.com gave 
a few ideas on how to celebrate 
Earth Day such as riding your 
bike or walking shorter destina-
tions instead of driving cars, if 
you do have to use a vehicle, car-
pool with friends. Making sure to 
turn off water while it is not in use 
and turning off lights as you leave 
a room are great ways to conserve 
energy. 

That could mean tightening 
pipes to avoid leaks or turning off 
the air conditioner or heater when 
nobody is at home. As simple as it 
may seem, planting a tree or tak-
ing care of plant life around town 
could benefit the earth. In turn, 
taking care of nature creates a 
safe place for wildlife to rest that 
can help immensely as well.  

Contact representatives or sen-
ators about a concern you may 
have over the environment. Stop 
drinking bottled water and buy a 
reusable bottle. 

Finally, educate friends, fam-
ily and anybody that will listen 
about your own personal cause 
and how to benefit the earth. 

Three Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University seniors were 
awarded the Guthrie Scottish Rite 
Scholarship on April 4.  

The scholarship, given by the 
Guthrie Scottish Rite Charitable 
and Educational Foundation, is 
presented to education majors 
who are teacher candidates trying 
to complete their professional 
semester.

This semester the award was 
presented to Haleigh Brown 
of Yukon, who’s majoring in 
elementary education, Caitlin 
Evans of Enid, who’s majoring 
in English education and 
Karlton Riffel of Tampa, Kansas, 
who’s majoring in agriculture 
education. The Guthrie Scottish 
Rite Charitable and Educational 
Foundation works primarily with 
children with language and/or 

reading disorders. Recipients 
are chosen by members of the 
Teacher Education faculty who 
have reviewed all applications 
and voted for the candidate they 
felt was the best choice. For 
Caitlin Evans, being awarded 
this scholarship was monumental 
to her final semester.  “It means 
the world to me because in the 
last five years I’ve faced what 
I thought were insurmountable 
odds,” Evans said. “When I was 
17, I had twin girls 10 weeks 
early during my senior year of 
high school, six months later I 
married my husband, who is a 
police officer in Enid.  In 2017, 
we welcomed a baby boy.  So, not 
only did I have three kids in three 
years, but I also went to school 
full time on a police officer’s 
salary. 

 Scholarships like the Guthrie 
Scottish Rite scholarship have 
allowed me and my family to 
succeed.  I will now graduate 
with my family by my side and 

a proud Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University B.A.E by my 
name.”

The Guthrie Scottish Rite 
scholarship has also played a key 
role in the other winner’s lives. 

 “I am so thankful that 
Northwestern has these kinds 
of scholarship opportunities to 
offer,” said Karlton Riffel, “Being 
a senior education major, it’s tough 
to find the time to go to school, 
get your work done and also find 
the time to work a solid job.  This 
scholarship makes it much easier 
for me to accomplish my goals.” 
“I was honored to be chosen as a 
winner for this scholarship,” said 
Haleigh Brown. “I know there 
were a lot of great applicants in 
the education program, and I’m 
so honored to have been picked 
as a winner by my instructors.  

Northwestern has been nothing 
but good to me, and I can’t wait 
to graduate and go out and make 
a difference in other people’s 
lives.”
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Guthrie Scottish Rite Scholarship awarded
Scholarship presented to education majors encourages future teachers

By DOCKER HAUB
Student Reporter

Photo by University Relations

Dr. James Bell (far left) and Karen Koehn (far right) recently awarded 
three students with the Guthrie Scottish Rite Scholarship. The recipients 
are (left to right) Karlton Riffel, Caitlin Evans and Haleigh Brown, all 
senior education students at Northwestern. 

Earth Day almost 50 years old
By BAILEY RANKIN

Student Reporter

Photos by Selena Estrada 
Graphic by Ashley Strehl

Earth Day is on 
Monday April 22!
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KALV was an AM station and 
was originally the only station in 
Alva before Blue Sky Media bought 
it. According to Steve Valencia, 
Managing Partner for Blue Sky 
Media, KALV Blue Sky Media is 
a group decided to buy KALV and 
then buy an FM station, which was 
originally KRDR 105.7 the pulse, 
and make them into one company. 
KALV was originally what the Alva 
high school sports were broadcasted 
on, while Northwestern sports were 
broadcasted on KRDR. 

One of the reasons that KALV 
was shut down is that it had a 
smaller broadcast area compared 
to the FM station. Another reason  
they decided to shut it down is 
because there has been a decline in 
the number of people that listen to 
AM stations. Also, the quality of 
the AM broadcasts are not as clear 
as FM broadcasts are.

Since Blue Sky Media decided 

to shut down KALV, they have 
changed the FM radio station to 
classic rock hits. The name of the 
station is actually 105.7 classic hits. 
They also started broadcasting Alva 
high school sports on the FM station 

 This will give the Alva high 
school sports teams and the compa-
nies that sponsor them a chance to 
be heard by more with them being 
broadcasted on classic hits. 105.7. 
Most of the trouble with trying to 
broadcast both will probably arise 
during basketball season, when 
both schools are playing on the 
same night. 

Some of the future plans for clas-
sic hits 105.7 is to try to get some 
more local programing on the air. 
They are also talking about trying to 
get some Sunday morning, religious 
programing, on the station.

“The more local programing we 
get set up in our FM, I think people 
will enjoy,” said Valencia. “I think 
people enjoy local things that are 
occurring.” 

You pull into the Coronado park-
ing lot and accidentally hit a vehicle 
backing out of a parking spot, what 
should you do?

You should probably call cam-
pus police (580-327-8511). Cam-
pus police is located in the Student 
Center. Officer Ethan Kennedy is 
the interim chief of police. “Our 
main job is to ensure the safety of 
both students and faculty on and off 
campus,” Kennedy said. Campus 
police is currently in the process of 
hiring a new chief of police.

 Before Kennedy took over the 
position, Joel Johnson was the chief 
of police, but left the position dur-
ing Spring Break. He declined to 
discuss his leaving, and university 
spokesman Steven Valencia said 
administrators do not comment on 

personnel matters. Johnson is con-
tinuing to work with the National 
Crisis Intervention and Training 
Institute. 

Campus police officers have 
primary jurisdic-
tion in Enid, 
A l v a  a n d 
Wo o d w a r d . 
Each campus 
has an outpost 
and 24-hour of-
fice availability. 
They also have 
jurisdiction on 
the connecting 
highways be-
tween the three 
cities.Campus 
police may as-
sist the Alva Po-
lice Department 
and Woods County 
Police. 

Campus police are also required 

to answer calls from the Alva Police 
Department if they need any extra 
assistance. If an incident occurs on 
campus, campus police have au-
thority to make an arrest. Though 

campus police 
do not oper-
ate with a 
jail and a 

dispatch, it 
is otherwise 
a fully func-
tional police 
department.

T h e 
most com-
mon calls 
that cam-
pus police 

receives re-
gard parking 

lot accidents 
and hit and runs. 

“Usually this time of se-
mester, everything settles down,” 

Kennedy said. Finals week is close 
and most freshman have been on 
campus long enough to pick up on 
the flow of the university. Demetri 
Wilson, now a project adviser for 
Student Support Servicesm used 
to work for campus police. He 
recalled receiving many rather 
ordinary calls.

 “I was working overnight and 
got a call from a student who just 
wanted to be escorted from the Fine 
Arts building to her dorm,” Demetri 
said. Campus police currently has 
two full-time positions; however, a 
third position is still vacant. 

Two part-time positions are 
also vacant.Along with the chief 
of police job, campus police is also 
looking for student workers. 

Summer positions are needed 
and students who are interested 
may apply with student services or 
visit with the campus police office 
in the Student Center.
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By DOCKER HAUB
Student Reporter

Campus beautification 
hopes to do more than 
just “clean-up”

Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University will be receiving some 
new renovations on Thursday, April 
18.  Both students and faculty alike 
can take some time out of their day 
to help clean up the campus and 
add some new décor on Campus 
Beautification Day.  

Northwestern’s Staff Council 
recently changed the name of the 
day from Campus Clean-Up Day 
to Campus Beautification Day to 
help entice more participation from 
students and employees.  “Campus 
Beautification has a more positive 
connotation than Clean-Up,” Janet 
Valencia, Staff Council member, 
said. “It is more than just picking 
up trash and raking leaves. We are 
providing color and interest to our 
campus with flowers, plants and 
trees.”

Dr. Mindi Clark, assistant pro-

fessor of agriculture, is responsible 
for growing and providing all of 
the flowers that will be planted on 
campus on April 18.  She shares the 
enjoyment of nurturing and grow-
ing the flowers with her students in 
her horticulture class.

“We mainly grow plants that are 
local to the area and plants that can 
withstand the summer heat,” Clark 
said. “For Campus Beautification 
Day, you’ll see anything from pe-
tunias, vincas, sweet-potato vines, 
geraniums and various other plants 
that will look good in our campus 
flower beds.”

“We grow all of the flowers in 
the greenhouse at the university 
farm, and on Campus Beautifica-
tion Day, my students will be re-
sponsible for the transportation of 
the flowers and will deliver them 
personally to the campus,” Clark 
said. “It’s truly a beautiful thing, 
anytime you take an opportunity 
to serve others, I believe you also 
receive growth within yourself.  

When the students get to use their 
own work to be able to give back 
to their campus and their fellow 
classmates, I truly believe it makes 
a difference in their lives.”

All volunteers should meet 
at 12:45 p.m. on the west side 
of the Student Center to receive 
instructions on the projects to be 
completed for the day. Volunteers 
also should dress appropriately 
for outdoor work. Tools, gloves 
and trash bags will be provided; 
however, volunteers may bring their 
own tools and gloves.

“Campus Beautication Day, 
hosted by the Staff Council, makes 
a huge difference in getting the 
campus ready for Spring Reunion 
and our commencement exercises,” 
said Dr. Janet Cunningham, presi-
dent of the university. “I think that 
it also allows many different groups 
to come together to work for a com-
mon goal. 

 It’s a bonus if we enjoy a nice 
weather day.”

Photo by Charles Boldes

Campus Clean-Up 2016. This year in hopes to get students more involved, they have changed the name to ‘Campus 
Beautification’.  All volunteers should meet at 12:45 p.m. on the west side of the Student Center to receive instruc-
tions on the projects to be completed for the day. 

KALV local AM radio 
station closed

Campus police chief suddenly resigned

By NICK PERKINS
Student Reporter

By KEVIN FORD
Student Reporter

Photo provided

receiving many rather ordinary calls “I was workin



PAGE 3April 18, 2019 NORTHWESTERN NEWS

News

If you have 
an event that 

you would like 
featured on 
our “What’s 

Up?” section, 
just contact us 
at nwnews@
nwosu.edu. 

Include date, 
time and a 

short summary. 

Want an ad? Email us at nwnews@
nwosu.edu. Our smallest ad size is 
only $6.00 per issue! 

What’s up?
TODAY

Campus 
Beautification/Clean-
Up-Alva Campus

Please contact Melissa 
Brown, Staff Council 
chair, at mbrown@
nwosu.edu or (580) 327-
8436 by Friday, April 
12, with the names of 
students, faculty/staff 
members, administrators 
and club or organization 
members who would like 
to participate with this 
service project so that the 
Staff Council members 
will know how many 
volunteers to expect and 
make job assignments.

12:45 p.m.

OBI Blood Drive

OBI two-day blood drive 
in the Student Center. 
The blood donor goal 
for the Northwestern 
Spanish club-sponsored 
event is 50 blood units 
each day. This event is 
open to the public.

All donors will receive 
free health screenings, 
donor reward points 
and their choice of 
inspirational t-shirts 
in one of three colors: 
coral, sky blue or gray.

10. a.m. - 4 p.m.

Apr 23-24

Northwest Oklahoma 
Concert Series 
presents ‘Riders in the 
Sky’

Student with ID- $5 
General Admission- $20 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

April 23

Soundscapes IV Choir 
Concert at Alva Bus 
Barn

7 p.m. 

April 25

AAUW Scholarship gives 
opportunity to NWOSU women



Looking for a relaxing, cul-
tural evening with a western flare 
attached? All interested need look 
no further than the “Riders in the 
Sky” concert series performance. 

“For 38 years, Riders in the Sky 
have been keepers of the flame 
passed on by the Sons of the Pi-
oneers, Gene Autry and Roy Rog-
ers, reviving and revitalizing west-
ern music,” The Riders in the Sky 
press release said. 

Don’t let the classic country 
names fool you though; the band 
is said to still connect with modern 
listeners, all while still maintain-
ing their genuine, western tune.

“While remaining true to the 
integrity of the genre, they have 
themselves become modern-day 
icons by branding it with their own 
legendary, wacky humor and way-
out western wit, all along encour-
aging buckaroos and buckarettes 
to live life ‘the Cowboy Way’!” 
The Riders in the Sky press release 
continued.

As one might imagine, such a 
group is not only welcome, but is 
eagerly sought after by members 
of the Alva community and region, 
according to Lawana Newell, in-
structor of music and organizer 
behind the concert series.

Newell credited Dr. Kimberly 
Weast, professor of theater arts, 

with initially contacting and set-
ting up for the Riders in the Sky 
to perform, though she also adds 
that such a band and concert se-
ries altogether would not be pos-
sible without sponsorship from 
the community, patrons and major 
sponsors such as the Oklahoma 
Arts Council and the National En-
dowment for the Arts.

Newell said that it is thanks to 
the community and such generous 
sponsorship that they are able to 
provide such enjoyed entertain-
ment for their Alva listening com-
munity.

“They have been here before 
and people love them, so when she 
[Weast] connected with them and 
asked if they would be interested 
in coming back to perform in Alva, 
they were like, ‘oh yeah, we would 
really love to come back and visit 
Alva again because it’s a big ap-
peal to the community,’” Newell 
said.

Fans of Riders in the Sky vary 
in the community from young fans 
of red dirt country to more ma-
ture folk who enjoy listening to 
the songs of their day. Dr. Kathy 
Earnest, assistant professor of En-
glish at Northwestern, is such a 
fan that not only enjoyed the band 
when they performed on the cam-
pus years ago, but was also able 
to acquire a signed, framed poster 
from the group, which she donated 
to the Enid Symphony Orchestra, 
according to Newell.

Still, this concert may be un-
like any that previous guests have 
in mind. This concert tour that the 
Riders in the Sky are on isn’t just 
a tour for them, but its an anniver-
sary tour.

“They are celebrating a cer-
tain number of years of being 
together,” Newell said. “I’m not 
quite sure how long the group has 
toured and been together, but their 
first public performance was 1977, 
so they probably didn’t start tour-
ing until after that, so it’s possibly 
40 years.” 

Doors open to see the regional 
legends at 6:30 on April 23 in the 
Herod Hall Auditorium. Admis-
sion is $20 for general admission 
or $5 for a student, and all are en-
couraged by Newell and the fine 
arts department to attend what is 
known as a legendary experience 
for those who enjoy country west-
ern music. 
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Concert series presents 
the ‘Riders in the Sky’

By CAITLYN PRAY
Student Reporter

Graphic provided by University Relations

Meet your newly elected 
NWOSU SGA officers

Campus
Northwestern’s annual Bahama 
Breakaway set for April 25

Photos and graphics provided by NWOSU 
SGA on Facebook

Photo provided

Bahama Breakaway 2017. Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University students will be enjoying Bahama Breakaway 
on Alva’s downtown square Thursday, April 25, from 
4-7:30 p.m. Each year Northwestern’s Student Gov-
ernment Association (SGA) sponsors this fun event for 
students before they dive into finals.



April 18, 2019 PAGE 5NORTHWESTERN NEWS

Editorial
Editor’s
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I can never remember not 
competing. 

Growing up, I competed in 
every sport possible. I gained 
a lot of valuable experiences 
playing sports, being a part of a 
team and competing. 

Competition is something 
that is important for people 
to experience. Competition 
helps people make progress. If 
everything in life was fair or easy, 
people would have no reason to 
be their best. 

The concept of winning or 
achieving something motivates 
people to do their best work.

Introducing competition to 
kids is important. The idea of 
“everyone gets a trophy” does not 
always have the positive effect 
people may think.

There are people, especially 
parents when it comes to their 
children, who believe everyone 
should win a trophy just for 
participating. There is the issue 
that competition puts pressure on 
kids as well as the fear of failure 
and disappointment. 

Of course we don’t want to 
make kids who may not compete 
at the same level as other feel bad 
about themselves; however, by 
not recognizing those kids who 
are above the level of others, they 
receive no reward for their hard 
work.

Competition builds self-
esteem and confidence. These are 
important characteristics to have 
throughout your life. 

By competing in sports, for 
example, healthy competition 
is beneficial for athletes. Young 

athletes learn the value of being a 
teammate and working with their 
fellow teammates as well as a 
strong work ethic.

If the score did not matter in 
sports and there is not a winner, 
the value players take away from 
the game lessens. When athletes 
know a win is at stake, it drives 
them to play their best and 
outwork the other team.

The win itself is the reward 
for all the work and practice the 
athlete has put in. 

Taking away that victory and 
tearing it down to a participation 
reward has no beneficial gain for 
the athletes. 

It often seems people are 
afraid of competition, as they are 
afraid of not being good enough 
or failing. Instead of looking 
at competition as a cut-throat 
idea, look at it as a way to better 

yourself. 
Rather than worrying about 

winning, first worry about 
working your hardest and doing 
your best. 

Then when you compete, 
whether you win or lose, you will 
learn what you need to work on to 
become better competition. 

In an article on Leaderonomics, 
it said healthy competition is 
good for all. Dealing with wins 
and losses in any competitive 
arena is like getting an immunity 
shot against disease.

If we belittle the importance 
of competition, is does not set a 
good example for our youth. 

In the real world, not everyone 
wins a prize, so why do we put 
such an emphasis on everyone is 
a winner? 

Healthy competition is a 
crucial element in everyone’s life. 

Is competition healthy?
By  MEGAN MAHARRY

Sports Editor
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Megan Maharry 

By  BAILEY RANKIN
Student Reporter

Hello everybody! I am your 
substitute ranting-editor, Bailey 
Rankin.

Now let us talk about 
something fun today! Earworms.

No, an earworm is not fungal 
skin infection that you got that 
one time from that tattered old 
farm cat. An earworm is a song, 
or part of a song, that will not 
leave your head no matter how 
hard you may try. Sometimes it 
is a blessing… sometimes it is a 
curse.

I will be honest, I do not 
complain that much. If I do 
complain, it is usually to my 
mom, friends, cat and certain 
professors. 

Besides those four or five 
people, you will not really hear 
me bad mouthing anyone or 
anything. That is until I get a 
certain melody or lyric stuck in 
my head.

As of right now, while I am 
writing this, that stupid Old Town 
Road/Take My Horse to the Hotel 
Room song is stuck in my head! 
At first, it was pretty funny. I 
would hum along to it and my 
brother would chuckle. 

Then I learned some of the 
lyrics and would sing them around 
my friends who would then laugh 
and we would go about our day. 
But lately this meme is out of 
control. I hear the instrumental 
faintly as I walk along deserted 
hallways. I suddenly wake up 
in a cold sweat, in the middle of 
the night, with the words “I GOT 
THE HORSES IN THE BACK” 
echoing against the walls of my 
skull.

 It’s torture and I am about 
ready to give up.

Our generation is so powerful. 
We create new memes on the daily, 
but before we continue doing this, 
I want us all too collectively think 
about what we are sharing and 
making meme-able.

 Just remember that you have 
a civic duty, or something like 
that, to ensure that Bailey is not 
annoyed by memes anymore. 

Like someone’s uncle once 
said, “With great power comes 
great responsibility.” RIP Uncle 
Ben…



Here is something few 
people know; Roxie 
James loves the old 
school Power Rang-

ers.
“The best Christmas present I 

ever got was the Power Rangers 
soundtrack,” James said. James 
teaches English and writing for the 
English department here at North-
western.        

  Who is Roxie James? Some 
may have seen her and Dawn Allen 
walk together on campus, but few 
know that the two actually have a 
r o u t i n e together. They 

walk two laps around campus be-
tween two and three times a week. 

“We created a good routine out 
of it, considering how slow we were 
the first time we actually walked 
around the entire school campus,” 
Allen said. So who really is Roxie 
James? Just an English professor, 
as one of her fellow English pro-
fessors might say. However, she is 
probably the most popular comp 
teacher on campus, Dr. Kathryn 
Lane said. James is a great profes-
sor, and one who has a unique way 
of connecting with her students, she 
said. 

James said her journey to North-
western was very interesting. James 
had a five-day window from the 
time she was hired until the time 
she had to be in Alva, ready orien-
tation. The English department was 
in need of a replacement, and James 
was contacted by phone and inter-
viewed. 

She mentioned that she had 
heard about the university before, 
but had no clue where it was locat-
ed. After the hiring, she was told 
she had to depart Louisiana to come 
into Oklahoma and start teaching. 
The following day she booked her 
flight from New Orleans to Wichi-

ta. She had little time to pack and 
prepare her belongings, but she 
got it done in time for her flight.

 Fast forward to her depar-
ture. She landed in Wichita late 
on the fourth day, the day be-

fore she had to be ready for her ori-
entation. To her inconvenience, the 
airline had left her luggage in Hous-
ton, where she had a layover before 
continuing to her final destination.

 “I was in the middle of nowhere 
without any clothes and tooth-
paste,” James said. The instance 
was funny when she looked back at 
it, but at the time it was incredibly 
stressful, James continued. 

However, one thing that is not 
stressful for James is that she’s al-
ways guaranteed to have chocolate 
on her desk, Kathy Earnest said. 
Earnest works alongside James in 
the English department. “She val-
ues and cherishes her book collec-
tion, in particular her Harry Potter 
series,” Earnest said. James said she 
loves the fantasy and young adult 
genres. James said where rules do 
not apply, the settings are limitless 
and there are no boundaries for 

what is physically possible. She ac-
knowledged the amount of freedom 
writers have in fantasy novels and 
science fiction type themes. “It was 
really the gothic genre that got me 
engaged into fantasy,” James said. 
Edgar Allen Poe was a big impact 
on modern horror, she said. She en-
joys reading his work, in particular 
“The Raven”.

 When it comes to non-fiction, 
James said it is a bit boring some-
times for her taste. “I like to escape 
our world for a more imaginary, 
free world,” she said. This is one 
of the biggest reasons she prefers 
supernatural themes. “My life is 
full of weird stories,” James con-
tinued, beginning when she was 
born, She was almost named Me-
lissa as a baby. “Roxie” is a family 
name,” she said. Her grandmother 
was named Roxie and her mother 
as well. “I also have an aunt named 

Roxanne, and a cousin named Rox-
ie,” James said.

 Her mother wanted to name her 
Melissa. So how did she become 
Roxie? “First, my father followed 
the nurse when they took me to get 
weighed,” she explained. When the 
nurses were looking for him to go 
with my mom to recovery, they re-
alized he was with me. The nurse 
comes back to my mom and says 
Roxie and your husband are on 
their way, and my mom replied: 
‘Who is Roxie?’ My mom told me 
how my father beat her to my birth 
certificate. In hindsight it makes 
me cringe, I do not see myself as a 
‘Melissa’ at all.” James said. 

Another thing that makes her 
cringe is losing her book collection, 

in particular her Harry Potter series. 
“I love my books,” James said. 

One of the other English profes-
sors knew James was fearless, but 
was surprised to learn a couple of 
things. James is terrified of snakes 
and airport security is a sneaky deal 
she has no trust in either. One thing 
that influenced James when she was 
younger came at a karate lesson. 
“My brother took karate classes 
when I was around 14 years old,” 
she said. “I used to go with him just 
to keep an eye on him.”

 One day when she was sitting 
down watching her brother’s kara-
te practice, she got some company 
herself. An old woman sat next to 
her with the intention to have a con-
versation or so it seemed. 

She was talking to her in a non-
chalant way; however, she managed 
too never break eye contact.

 “Every time I would act shy or 
look away or do some weird ges-
ture, she would tell me directly; 
‘Don’t brake eye contact’,” James 
said. She realized how strong her 
command for her attention was 
because of maintaining that eye 
contact. The woman was not in-
terrogating her, but teaching her, 
that strong eye contact gave her a 
sense of seriousness that she could 
personally adapt as a strategy for 
communication.  The lesson was 
simple; “Eye contact is key when 
you are trying to convey a message 
to another individual.” James said. 
“I remember that moment stuck 
with me like none other did, and I 
use this technique when I try and 
communicate with people.”

James said this lesson has taught 
her a lot about connection with peo-
ple. “As a teacher you have to be 
able to personally get through to 
your students in a way that makes 
them feel like they can trust you,” 
James said. She said it helped her 
get through college. 

“Chemistry and math are as far 
from English as it gets,” James said. 
“I would say I wanted to be an En-
glish teacher after I took calculus 2 
at LSU. When I first got into col-
lege I wanted to be a pediatrician. I 
was taking my science and English 
classes for my pre-med at LSU. Of 
the two courses I took, English was 
more fun,” James said. She gradu-
ated from LSU in 2006. She would 
later get her masters in English at 
Northwestern University at Lou-
isiana. She finally got her PhD in 
English in 2014 at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette.

Looking back on her life, James 
would give herself some words of 
advice. 

“If I could go back 15 years and 
guide myself I would tell myself 
to save money and travel more,” 
James said.  She would say this be-
cause she wants to explore as much 
of the world as possible and she 
wishes she could have started on 
that as early as her first year in col-
lege. She said she wishes everyone 
could take time to travel and see 
different places.

“It is so beneficial for your mind, 
just like reading, to introduce your-
self to a completely different atmo-
sphere,” James said. 
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Professor Roxie James and her ‘Chamber of Secrets’
By KEVIN FORD
Student Reporter

Photos by Greg Minor

James said her journey to Northwestern was very interesting. James had a five-day window from the time she was hired until the time she had to be in Alva, ready orientation. 

Photo provided by Greg Minor

Looking back on her life, James would give herself some words of advice. “If I could go back 15 years and guide myself I would tell myself to save money and 
travel more,” James said. 

Roxy James
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Feature
Easter egg 
decorating 

You will need:

1 dozen boiled eggs

1 tsp sea salt

6 - 8 drops food colouring

1 cup boiling water

¼ cup distilled white vinegar

1 white crayon

Sound like too much work?

Mix hot water, vinegar and food 
coloring in bowl. Draw designs 
on the eggs with crayon then let 
the egg sit in your liquid mix-
ture (the longer you keep them 
in the darker the color will come 
out). 

Buy an egg decorating kit from 
Walmart, and then follow the 
directions on the box. 

The hunt is on, kids storm 
their gardens and houses with 
empty baskets, looking to fill 
them up with chocolate and Eas-
ter joy.

Easter is here, the weather is 
great and children are carrying 
on the many traditions of Eas-
ter. Brycen McClendon, senior 
health and sports science major 
shared some thoughts on the holy 
holiday. 

“The significance of Easter is 
greater than we could ever imag-
ine, it is the day that we celebrate 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
our lord and savior who died for 
our sins and rose three days lat-
er,” McClendon said. 

Easter is not as anticipated as 
Christmas in the eyes of the pub-
lic, but within Christianity Easter 
is just as important as Christmas. 
Easter revolves around the ful-
fillment of god’s promises and 
the idea of forgiveness. 

Jen Oswald, Assistant profes-
sor of education said We enjoy 
the Easter bunny and egg hunts, 
kids and children get the chance 
to see the importance of renewal 

and resetting.
“I look forward to Easter be-

cause it marks a time for reset 
and forgiveness,” Oswald said.

There a several traditions 
during Easter. Egg hunts and 
Easter egg decorations. Easter 
fashion parades and Easter ham 
to name a few. 

So, how does egg hunts and 
bunny costumes tie in to the 
traditions of Easter? “The egg 
symbolizes a renewal of life, it 
signals a time for a new start,” 
Oswald said. 

Throughout history, people 
go through rough stretches of tri-
als and tribulations. Life comes 
at you many different ways, but 

Easter is a time for people to 
pause and renew their mindset, 
setting themselves up for hope. 

“The death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ is the reason we 
are able to have a relationship 
with our heavenly father,” Mc-
Clendon said.

In some countries, they might 
push the idea of Easter too far 
as some people volunteer them-
selves as Martyrs. As Martyrs, 
they are crucified on a cross. The 
crucifixion is done to affiliate 
with the same pain Jesus Christ 
felt on the cross before his resur-
rection on Easter Sunday. 

Easter goes hand in hand with 
the peak of the spring season. 
The sunlight shines longer and 
brighter as Easter reminds us of 
the hope we have coming. 

As Easter weekend approach-
es, remember the true reason for 
the season. Celebrate, celebrate 
the renewal of life, celebrate with 
your local church, celebrate with 
your siblings and be thankful for 
the things that make you happy. 

Spend time with your loved 
ones, smile at one another, be 
grateful for what you have and 
appreciate your blessings. He is 
the reason for the season. 

Happy Easter!

Easter and its significants 
By  KEVIN FORD

Student Reporter
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Entertainment 

“Us” follows a family 
confronted by a group of 
doppelgängers. The movie stars 
Lupita Nyong’o, Winston Duke, 
and Elisabeth Moss. Nyong’o 
and Duke play a couple who are 
taking their children (Shahadi 
Wright Joseph and Evan Alex) 
to their beach house along the 
Northern California coastline. 
Nyong’o’s character is haunted 
by an unexplainable and 
unresolved trauma from her 
past.

In a trailer released on 
Christmas Day, four figures 
appeared at the foot of a 
driveway with the tagline “We 
are our own worst enemy.” 

If you’ve seen the trailers, 
you know “Us” centers on the 
appearance of the Wilsons’ 
exact doubles in the family’s 
driveway, which might lead you 
to expect semi-farcical scenes in 
which the identical Not-Wilsons 
take their look-alikes’ places 
or cause at least momentary 
(potentially deadly) confusion. 

Apart from Adelaide’s 

double, the invaders have little 
in the way of personality — 
only pairs of scissors they aim 
to sink into their counterparts’ 
throats. 

Peele and his 
cinematographer, Mike 
Gioulakis, show their relish 
for the genre in the attacks, in 
how the doubles seem to rise up 
from the ground (you don’t see 
how they got there) to envelop 
and then puncture their victims. 
But I almost wrote “zombie 
attacks.” Although it’s packed 
with mythically scary images, 
much of the movie plays like 
just another walking-dead 
splatterfest. 

Peele saves the big reveals 
for the end, when they’re 
effective but too late. In the 
ways that matter, the attackers 
are “them” and not “us.”

This is the sort of movie that 
fans will re-watch to appreciate 
the fillips, the purposeful echoes, 
the bits of foreshadowing, and 
the performances. 

Moss has little screen time, 
but she shows her genius as 
her character’s murderous 
double. Watch her savor the 
act of putting on lip gloss: Her 

eyes turn dreamy, and her smile 
spreads so wide it looks as if it 
will swallow her face. This is 
zombie Kabuki. 

Nyong’o hits extraordinary 
notes. When she’s the double, 
her voice is the whistle of 
someone whose throat has been 
cut, with a gap between the start 
of a word in the diaphragm and 
its finish in the head. 

It’s like a rush of acrid air 
from a tomb, further chilled by 
eyes like boiled eggs, fixed on 
nothing in this world. 

The terrestrial Adelaide is 
more subtly scary; Nyong’o 
builds extra beats into the 
performance, lurches and 
ellipses that keep you from 
identifying with her too closely. 
Something’s off — but what?

When the movie ends, you 
can rearrange the pieces in your 
head and appreciate the breadth 
of what Peele set out to achieve.  
Because when I finished the 
movie, I had to rethink literally 
everything.  

I really like how they had 
many plot twists, but I think that 
story could have been better. I 
would give “Us” 3.5 out of 5 
stars.

Asher Angel plays Billy 
Batson, a foster child looking for 
his mother. The search brings him 
to Philadelphia where he is taken 
with five kids and two adults, all 
fosters. 

There, Billy meets Freddy 
Freeman, played by Jack 
Dylan Grazer, a kid that loves 
superheroes. Batson later hops 
onto a subway when evading 
school bullies and a wizard brings 
Batson to his lair to give him 
powers. By saying the wizard’s 
name, Shazam, Batson becomes 
an adult with super powers 
and must battle Mark Strong’s 
character, Dr. Sivanna, who has 
released the Seven Deadly Sins to 
the world. 

The movie is comedic. 
Giving a high school freshman 
powers like Hercules’ strength 
and Mercury’s speed leads both  
Batson and Freeman to get into 
several moments of trouble: 
electrocuting an ATM, knocking 
a bus over and buying beer. 
The film also has some mature 
themes like family. Batson is only 
interested in finding his mom and 
does not care to be a brother to 
the other foster kids, who are all 
welcoming to him. 

Another theme is self value; 
Sivanna’s arc is him proving 
that he is a force to be reckoned 
with and that he can take care of 
himself. Batson and Sivanna both 
view family differently and that 
pairing makes them compelling 
enemies.

Zachary Levi plays Billy 
when he is a superhero and his 
chemistry with the actor Grazer is 

brotherly. 
His chemistry with Strong is 

strong as well. Strong delivers 
a serious tone, looking like he 
views everybody as less than 
him. Levi is a big kid, and they 
bounce off one another in every 
scene they share.

One problem is that Sivanna is 
given the same powers as Billy, 
following the trend of “hero faces 
evil version of themself” which 
makes a compelling story when 
speaking about character but 
when it is just about power sets 
like in “Ant-Man,” “Dr. Strange” 
and “Batman Begins,” it is not 
compelling. “Shazam!” does do 
the character version, but sadly it 
does the power version too

The Sins also needed some 
work. They are designed 
uniquely--Sloth being a big ball of 
fat with a huge mouth and Greed 
having four arms--but they are 
all gray. Their character designs 
could have been improved by 
giving them some color--Greed 
being gold with green markings 
perhaps.

Both issues are minor and do 
not affect the enjoyment of the 
film. It is PG-13, so some curse 
words appear and the scene with 
Sivanna in the boardroom with 
his dad would be a good time for 
children to go refill their drink or 
get some popcorn. It is a big, fun, 
mature film.

Horror movie thrills 
audience members

By  CHUY DOMINGUEZ
Circulation Manager

By  PHILLIP HUDSON
Student Reporter

Shazam! is not 
your average kid 

New to Netflix:
Available April 19
A Fortunate Man
Brené Brown: The Call to Courage 
Cuckoo
I, Daniel Blake
Music Teacher 
Rilakkuma and Kaoru 
Samantha!: Season 2
Someone Great 

Available April 20
Grass Is Greener

Available April 22
Pinky Malinky: Part 2 
Selection Day, New Episodes 

Available April 23
I Think You Should Leave With Tim Robinson 

Available April 25
The Hateful Eight: Extended Version
The Ugly Truth

Available April 26
ReMastered: Devil at the CrossroadsShe-Ra and 
the Princesses of Power: Season 2 
Street Food 
The Sapphires
Yankee 
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Sports
Softball has thrilling win in series

By EMMA SPORLEDER
Student Reporter

Lady Ranger Softball faced the 
Lady Tigers of East Central Uni-
versity for their Great American 
Conference series Sunday after-
noon in Alva. 

Northwestern had 13 hits for 
the day with 11 coming from the 
second game of the series. 

Jada Overby led the team with 
a 3-for-6 at bat, and she earned 
one of the only two hits in the first 
game. 

Lindsey McElroy went 2-for-4 
with two bunt singles in the sec-
ond game while also scoring two 
runs. 

Kalie Johnson was the only 
other Lady Ranger to have multi-
ple hits, she went 2-for-7 with one 
run. 

Alexa Moses sent one over the 
fence in game two earning her first 

career homerun. 
Six other Northwestern players 

earned a hit throughout the dou-
bleheader. 

Unfortunately, the Lady Rang-
ers fell in both games to ECU. The 
final score of game one was 13-0, 
and game two’s score was 15-6. 

On Monday, Northwestern’s 
softball team continued their series 
against ECU, the Lady Rangers 
had a combined 17 hits throughout 
the doubleheader with two return-
ers leading the way. 

Jada Overby continued hitting 
well as she went 4-for-6 with one 
run and she was hit by two pitches. 

Morgan Kirk the senior from 
Augusta, Kansas also went 4-for-6 
earning one run and one RBI. 

Alexus Bailey, Lindsey McEl-
roy and Jayden Flowers were the 
only others to tally two hits for 
their team. 

Bailey also hit her third homer-
un of the season. 

Kalie Johnson, Morgan La 

Neve and Taylor Russell all had 
one hit each. 

Johnson, the freshman from Te-
cumseh, hit her first career triple, 
and Russell, the freshman from 

The Lady Rangers next take on Southeastern Oklahoma State in Durant on April 19 and 20.

Durant, hit a double to the fence. 
Northwestern Softball split the 

doubleheader with ECU winning 
the first game 5-1, but the Lady 
Rangers turned around and beat 

the Lady Tigers in game two 8-7. 
NWOSU Softball moves to 

6-38 overall for the season, and 
6-30 in GAC play. 

Golf competes in 
GAC Championship

By RANGER ATHLETIC 
DEPARTEMENT

The Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University men’s and wom-
en’s golf are in action this week 
at the Great American Conference 
Championships at the Hot Spring 
Country Club in Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas.

What was originally scheduled 
to be a three-day event, the tour-
nament was shortened to two days 
due to heavy rains in the area on 
Saturday. 

The teams were given an op-
portunity Sunday to play the 
course before playing 36 holes on 

Monday.
Senior Brittani Casement has 

a solid opening 18 holes to pace 
the Ranger women with a 77, 
followed by an 81 in the second 
round to finish day one inside the 
top 20 with a 158. 

Casement is comfortable at 
the Hot Springs Country Club as 
she holds the Northwestern sin-
gle round low score in the GAC 
Championships with a 75 during 
the 2017 tournament.

Nikkole Donk fired a pair of 
rounds in the low-80’s on the 
opening day for a 166 (82-84) to-
tal, followed by Rylie Eller (84-
93) and Cassidy Pettigrew (92-87) 
who both carded a 177 on Monday. 

Photo provided by Emma Sporleder.

Golf rounds out their 2019 spring season at the Great American Conference Championship match.
Photo Provided.

Ashley Watts rounded out 
the scoring for the Northwestern 
women with a 92 and 87 in the two 
rounds.

In the men’s side of the event, 
Parker Rehorn shot his lowest 
round of the spring in the opening 
round with a 75, followed by a 79 
for a 154 total. 

Teammates Tyler Berryhill (78-
79) and Preston Ewing (81-77) ar-
en’t far behind him with a 157 and 
158, respectively.

Colten Person put up rounds 
of 83 and 85 for a 168 and Col-
lin Stork closed the Northwestern 
scoring with a 93 to open the day, 
only to turn around and put up an 
83 in the second round.

 Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University baseball redshirt se-
nior Johnnuelle Ponce was named 
Great American Conference Play-
er of the Week, the conference an-
nounced Tuesday morning

The honor for Ponce comes fol-
lowing a blow-out weekend in a 
2-1 series win over East Central. 
Ponce earned a .412 average (7-
for-17) during the series, with 23 
total bases and 12 RBIs.

The Puerto Rican launched five 
homeruns during the week, with 
three in the first game of the dou-
bleheader Monday afternoon. 

The Ranger centerfielder is 
only the tenth player in program 
history to hit three homeruns in 
a game, joining teammate Justin 
Bundy who had done it in the 2018 
season.

Of Ponce’s seven hits, five 
being homeruns, he also added a 
double which gave him a 1.353 
slugging percentage for the week-
end. With his bat as a threat, Ponce 

received six walks on the day as 
well which gave him a .565 on 
base percentage and allowed him 
to score 9 runs during the week-
end.

After yesterday’s two wins, 
Ponce leads the league in home 
runs with 16 and RBI at 52, as 
well as fourteenth in the confer-
ence with an overall average of 
.360 sandwiched between Carlos 
Andujar’s .369 average (12th) and 
Bundy’s 0.359 average (15th).

It was the second time Ponce 
has received the conference Player 
of the Week honors, doing so on 
Feb. 20 of 2018. 

Ponce joined Carlos Andujar 
and Colton Whitehouse as 2019 
winners of the weekly award.

Northwestern was able to tally 
46 runs on 50 hits over the week-
end. NWOSU and ECU had a to-
tal of 37 hits in the second game 
on Monday, which tied the Great 
American Conference record for 
combined hits in a game.

Ponce and the Rangers will be 
back in action on April 19 and 20 
as they play a home series against 
Southeastern Okahoma State Uni-
versity. 

By RANGER ATHLETIC 
DEPARTEMENT

Ponce honored in GAC
Photo Provided.
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Sports
Baseball steamrolls over ECU Tigers

By LOGAN JONES
Assist. Sports Editor

Northwestern took on the Ti-
gers of East Central University 
this past Sunday and Monday, tak-
ing two of the three games while 
putting up a ton of runs in the pro-
cess.  

The series was originally set to 
be played in Ada, but due to bad 
weather, it was moved to Glass 
Family Field here in Alva, with the 
Rangers still being the road team.  

Game one started quickly for 
Northwestern as they were able 
to plate one run in the top of the 
first with an RBI double from Car-
los Andujar.  ECU would go on to 
score two runs and take the lead in 
the bottom of the second.  The red 
and black would continue to fight, 
tying the game on a sacrifice fly 
by Jake Darrow in the fourth and 
even taking the lead again thanks 
to a solo home run by Johnnuelle 
Ponce in the fifth, bringing the 
score to 3-2.  

However, one run was not 
enough to keep the Tigers at bay.  
ECU was able to tie the game 

again in the bottom of the fifth and 
that is where the score stayed until 
the eighth inning.  RBI hits from 
Bryce Donavan and Luis Mendoza 
gave Northwestern a 6-3 lead.  But 
the Tigers just wouldn’t go away.  
Some costly pitching miscues by 
the Rangers allowed ECU to gain 
momentum as they were able to 

score five runs in the bottom of the 
eighth.  The Rangers went down 
quietly in the ninth, sealing the 8-6 
victory for ECU.  

A double-header was scheduled 
for Monday afternoon, and North-
western was looking for revenge.  
In the first game, the Rangers came 
out swinging as they racked up 18 

Baseball next plays Southeastern Oklahoma State University at home on April 19 and 20.

runs on 17 hits while holding the 
Tigers to only two runs on 12 hits.  

Ponce had a monster game, 
bashing three bombs over the out-
field fence.  

The senior is the 10th Ranger 
in program history to record three 
homers in the game, with team-
mate Justin Bundy achieving the 

feat most recently at Fort Hayes 
State during the 2018 season.  

Game two of the double-header 
was much of the same.  After put-
ting up three in the first and sec-
ond innings, the Rangers put up a 
10-spot in the third, giving them a 
commanding lead for the rest of 
the game.  The Tigers tried to keep 
up, but the Ranger offense was 
running on all cylinders and there 
was little they could do.  The red 
and black would go on to score 10 
more runs, and after seven event-
ful innings, the final score read 
Northwestern 23, ECU 11.  

Ponce continued his hot day 
at the plate, hitting another home 
run, giving him 11 RBIs on the 
day.  Justin Bundy would also join 
in on the fun, hitting his eleventh 
home run of the 2019 season.  

The Rangers move to 22-19 on 
the season and  11-15 in confer-
ence.  

Their final two GAC matchups 
will be here in Alva when they 
take on the Southeastern Oklaho-
ma State Savage Storm on April 
19 and 20 and the Southwestern 
Oklahoma State Bulldogs on April 
26 and 27.   

Photo provided by Emma Sporleder.

Football kicks off Spring Game

The Ranger football team played their spring game on Saturday. 

The Rangers played offense versus defense. 

The Rangers will begin their 2019 season in September. 

The Ranger football team wrapped up their spring activities. 
Photo by Mariah Wyatt. Photo by Mariah Wyatt. 

Photo by Mariah Wyatt. Photo by Mariah Wyatt. 
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NORTHWESTERN CHOIRS TO PRESENT 
SOUNDSCAPES IV CONCERT APRIL 25 IN 
ALVA BUS BARN

Last day to DROP 
(16 week classes) 

April 26
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