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Presbyterians donate church

By ALLI SCHIEBER
Editor-in-Chief

The First Presbyterian Church
of Alva donated its building to
NWOSU last month.

The building will be used for
Northwestern’s fine arts programs
to rehearse and possibly host con-
certs as well. The Northwestern
Band have alredy started using
the space for their jazz ensemble
rehearsals.

Additionally, the band has
been able to use the church’s
kitchen to serve meals during
band camp.

They also had the leadership
team cook a pancake dinner for
the other members.

“We are just thrilled to be able
to be down there,” said Zachary
Tolman director of bands. “We
are so grateful to the Presbyterian
members and this transition that
is happening.”

Tolman also said the universi-

ty has purchased them some new
music stands to use at the church,
and they are working on getting
quotes for sound treatment for
the walls as well as updating the
sound system.

“It really will be a wonderful
space and already has been,” Tol-
man said.

While Northwestern currently
has full ownership of the build-
ing, there are still parts of it that
the church is using.

For example, the church is
renting the montessori school,
and the fine arts department is not
using that part of the church cur-
rently.

The church also still has their
Sunday service there for a small
congregation of about 15 people
that attend on Sundays.

Since the church is still active-
ly using the building, the Univer-
sity is not changing the name of it
right now.

The Presbyterian church has
been in Alva for more than 100
years old, and the current building

Photo by Alli Schieber

Members of Northwestern’s jazz ensemble practice in one of the rooms at the Presbyterian Church on Tuesday.

was built in the ‘60s.

“The church has always val-
ued education,” Said Dr. James
Bell academic vice president.
“They have always valued the

Politics

arts, and the church still feels very
committed to fulfilling a mission
of giving back to the community.”

Bell is a member of the Pres-
byterian Church and said the

other members are excited to see
the building have a new life that
aligns with their values of edu-
cation, the arts, community and
service.

Senator visits campus

By TARA OWEN
Senior Reporter

Northwestern Oklahoma State
University hosted a community
visit for U.S. Senator Markwayne
Mullin on the Alva campus
Thursday.

Students, faculty, communi-
ty members, local 4-H and FFA
members all gathered in the
Ranger Room to get a legislative
update and to ask questions.

Mullin has been in office since
January 2024. Previously he
served 10 years in the U.S. House

“..I found that there
are important things
out there that are not
right. ”
— Markwayne Mullin

of Representatives.

Mullin attended the Universi-
ty of Missouri Valley. However,
when his father became ill, he
postponed college and took over
his family’s plumbing business.

Throughout the years, Mullin
said, he and his wife, Christie,
have been able to take the busi-
ness to the next level by making
the business; the largest in the re-
gion. Mullin is currently the only
U.S. senator to also be a current
business operator.

Mullin has spent much of his
recent time flying and on the road
at community conversations.

“When I got involved in poli-
tics, I found that there are import-
ant things out there that are not
right,” Mullin said, “and there are
a lot of people that don’t tell you
all that is going on.”

Mullin talked about the appro-
priation bills and earmarks and
problems with those.

He noted that so many mem-
bers want to just get their names

Photo by Ingrid Maldonado
U.S. Sen. Markwayne Mullin
speaks to an audience on Thursday.

on things. Mullin also took ques-
tions from the crowd and gave
advice to future farmers and to
college students to stay driven

and knowledgeable—

For more information on U.S.
Senator Mullin and his plans
while in office, see Mullin.senate.
gov.
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WHAT'S UP

SEPTEMBER 5-11

STH
Woods County Fair 3 pm. - 9 pm. at
Woods County Fairgrounds

6TH
Woods County Fair 3 p.m. - 9 p.m.

at Woods County Fairgrounds

7TH
Woods County Fair 8 am. - 12 p.m. at
Woods County Fairgrounds

Heartland BEST Robotics Kickoff 8 am. -
12 p.m. at NWOSU campus

10TH

Woods County Sheriff
candidate forum 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

11TH

OBl Blood Drive 10 am. - 4 p.m. at
Student Center

O.LL club meeting 5:30 p.m. -
6:30 p.m. at EC 109

FREE LUNCHES
Tuesdays 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Bible Chair

Wednesdays 11:30 am. - 1 p.m. at BCM

Thursdays 11:30 am. - 1 p.m. at Wesley
House

Pool construction making a splash

Photo by Ingrid Maldonado

A new building at the Alva pool is almost finished.

By DERRICK GALINDO
Senior Reporter

After a scorching summer, the
Alva city’s public pool will be
open next year after nearly half a
decade of closure.

The Alva public pool used to
be a summertime attraction, but
closed in 2018 due to inability
to operate with modern health
codes.

With every passing summer
getting hotter and hotter, the lack
of a pool for Alva showed.

Tyler Detring, president of As-
cend Commercial Buildings who
oversaw construction, said it was
certainly a shame that the pool
was closed for so long.

Detring also said the hard-
est part to building the new pool
wasn’t even constructing the pool,
but getting funds for the pool.

Due to the size of the project

and the town of Alva’s size, it’d
be a big ask.

Detring said, however, the
Alva community responded with
overwhelming support.

While the pool itself is built
from the ground up, there will be
more than just a pool.

From climbing walls to a
hoop for basketball; the new pool
will have more opportunities for
aquatic fun for Alva to dive right
into.

Detring said I am looking to-
wards Alva’s future. He was hap-
py to get a new pool.

“I’m a Northwestern gradu-
ate,” Detring said, “and Alva’s a
real special place to me.”

The pool will be located
in the same location 1402
Flynn St. by Hatfield Park.

580.327.3332

HOLDER DRUG

i “"" i 513 Barnos A, Ok T3717
]
1.800.458.5349

----

Yum! Come enjoy
the fountain!

Faoiz 327.1848
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OPINION

Waiting for better temperatures

Wishing for rainy days

By ANAYENCI TENA
Guest Columnist

The semester has started and
so far it is a good start, but the last
months have been rough in terms

for other students, but in my per-
spective I see it as a good way to
start yout day.

My favorite thing about rainy
weather is the sound of the rain-
drops falling and also the feeling
of the raindrops once they hit you.

of  weather. Although
even though at My favom'te thing rain is my fa-
northwestern . vorite  thing
we have plenty is the sound Of about the na-
of shade, the raindrops falling. ture, I think
temperatures for North-
throughout the western  the

daylight are very hot, and they do
not make walking to your classes
feel very comfortable or joyful at
all.

I genuinly think that the
weather this year has been worse
than last year and lately, it is mak-
ing me feel anxious.

Personally, my favorite weath-
er is rainy, it makes it feel more
comfortable and peaceful. rainy
weather may not be the favorite

best time of the year for beatiful
weather happens during Novem-
ber. that time of the year may
have freezing temperatures but |
think it makes Northwestern look
unique and iconic for Alva with
all the snow surrounding town.

I think snow season is a time
of the year where Northwestern is
highlighted for the activities that
can take place for example snow
fights, or snowboarding.

Can’t wait for snowy days

By LEONARDO ROBLES
Opinion Editor

It seems that the weather in
Alva is very warm and now that
the semester has started, we better
get ready for some long walks to
our classes under the high tem-
peratures of the sunlight.

I enjoy warm weather because

Summer can

By JESSE SCHROEDER
Assistant. Professor

Regarding the weather, I am
glad to feel the cooler tempera-
tures, and now that we are in Sep-
tember, it is just a matter of time
to have some cool air and clearer
skies outside our homes.

I prefer warmer weather, but

it makes outside activities be
more accessible, but it is sure not
helping us when it comes to try-
ing to have a field day or just a
normal walk in the park.

I can’t wait to have some snow
or even rain during this semester.

I think NWOSU is ready to
receive any type of weather to
make it somewhat joyful for the
students.

be brutal

lately our summers in northwest
Oklahoma have been brutal mak-
ing it very difficult for the staff
and students to be able to enjoy
the day.

I have been always ready for
the cool down, but I hope we
don’t see much ice or snow this
winter, mainly in our streets and
highways.

My favorite things about campus

Auditorium renovation is great

By JESSE SCHROEDER
Staff Member

As far as improvements, there
are always improvements to be be
made when it comes to a place as
large as a university.

I think NWOSU does a good
job of keeping up as best as can
be.

I am very excited about the up-
dates taking place in Herod Hall
and in the auditorium. It is such
a visible part of our campus, I’m
glad to see it being freshened up.

Beyond the visibility of the
space, the auditorium provides
learning space for our fine arts
students. It’s important to keep
those spaces updated.

Socializing at pavilion

By ANAYENCI TENA
Guest Columnist

The Northwestern campus is
great, clean and a proper place
to perform your education, but
it could improve the drainage
system since there has been a
few problems with flooding
throughtout the last years.

One thing that is an issue for
me is that the campus has too
many uphills that make it difficult
to traverse around the area.

The campus may not be per-
fect, but that does not mean that
the Northwestern campus is not a
fun place.

On the campus, anyone is still
able to perform multiple activities
for example tennis, pickleball,
volleyball,or even swimming in
the Wellness Center.

The favorite activity I enjoy
doing at the campus is volleyball.

I think the best spot on campus
is the gazebo [pavilion] near the
coronado building. It is my favor-
ite place to relax or hangout with
friends.

I still thank Northwestern for
providing us with a campus where
all the students can perform the
majority of activities they wish
and also able to give us the re-
sources we need for our educa-
tional purposes.

A place for opportunities

By LEONARDO ROBLES
Opinion Editor

The Northwestern campus is
the place where I come and do my
education, and it is also the place
where I work.

What I think of the campus is
that it is a place where you find
opportunities, and you are pro-
vided with resources that you
might not be able to find some-
where else.

Something that may need im-
provement on campus could be
the furniture in some of the build-
ings and dorms. It is remarkable
that even though there are build-
ings that could use some remod-
eling and upgrading, it still does
not stop NWOSU from providing
important resources to its stu-
dents.

At NWOSU there are nu-
merous of activites to perform
throughout the day.

If ’'m not doing any of my as-
signments or working, I like to go
to the Wellness Center or to the
tennis courts.

I appreciate that NWOSU of-
fers the athletes clean and well

cared courts for those who use
them.

There are many spots around
the campus where anyone can
hangout or study, but my favorite
spot on the Alva campus is the li-
brarry.

I think the library is one of the
best places in the campus, mainly
for the access to a large amount
of books, and the study rooms
that also are available inside the
building.

I wish I could see more stu-
dents walking around campus
throughtout the whole day.

In the mornings, the campus
seems very active, but once the
majority of the students are done
with their morning classes, the
campus looks lonely and there
are barely any students around
campus.

I feel like the university is un-
derrated when it is compared to
other universities.

NWOSU has a lot to offer in
terms of educational resources
and diversity. Any student plan-
ning to earn a college degree will
find that Northwestern Oklaho-
ma State University can provide
those resources.
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From Philadelphia to Oklahoma

By KAROIINA JURESIUTE
Sentor Reporier

Have wvou ever mel someone
who s 2 huge sports fanatc?

Tou could probably say ves, but
have vou aver mef someons who
warches his favorire sports tesms:
no mamer whera be i3 or will find a
way to watch the zamees oo marter
how?

If vou Enow Apdrew Sanrangs-
e, yon mighr just know 2 @

A couple wears ago, Sanranzels
and the radio gay Dustin Goodno
Weanl o 3 P T Sesrcy, Arkansas,
1o do a radie broadcast daring the
Harding-}WOGEL foorhall zame.

Om the way back thev stopped

Hewever, his Phillies taam lost,
aed he was upset.

Santanzalp and Goodoo ended
up staving an exwa night in Ar-
kapzas and drove back home in the
marming

Thar made it 2 fun but lone oip.

Sanfangalp, the assistant athlat-
ic director of congounications at
Torthwestem State University, is a
guy thar absolurely loves sports.

Santanmalp had been in lowve
with sports for a5 lowg as he could
ramemier.

It kas slways been his life fom
the moeant be wakas up 1o the mo-
ment he gpes to bed.

He zaid lus dad being a bazker-
ball coach had a3 lot of nfinerce on
who he Is now.

He would record stats for the

volleyhall zamie ™

Santapgele doss a lot for 2NENO-
S50 coachess and student-athlatas,
aed not everyore will realize that

He znd Piekarski have a mumal
interest m sports, wlich has bonded
their fendshep at 2IVOSTL

They became fisnds just when
Piekarski accepted the job at 20R0-
5L and ever since they bhave Kept in
contact with each other every dav.

Arcording to friend: Santanzelo
caras abaut kis job, fanuly, fisnds,
mzking sure averytiing sud every-
one is Zood.

Withour awy question, Santan-
galo’s parents are s role models
aed who infinenced him the maost,
he said.

He has looked up o them fon
day one fom everything they

Andrew and bis family back row: hMeghan, Lulke, AMom, Dad, Natakia and Valere, front row:; Nick, Andrew and Zach

at one of the sports bars to warch
gama two of the World Series be-
canze the Phillies were playing the
Astros.

That's right Saptangelo is 3 luge
Philadelphia sports fan

They didn't stay thera for long
baranss the spors bar dide’t have
the game ow. Santzpgelo had Good-
oo drove to Buffale Wild Wings,
whichk is anotker sports bar, while
ha was waikching the zame on his
phone.

They zmrived at the sports har,
and it did have the game oo bt the
tabla that the waiters =at them down
at did mot kave a good aazle for the
T that had the World Sertes game
om.

S0, Santangelo asked for another
t2bla o zet closer to the TV and the
RCTLOW.

gamas for his dad's team and that
jast made kam fall o love with the
sranstcs of sports.

“IIy passica for sports and wani-
ing to work o athletics — baving the
shbility to work in sports every day
is 8 lot of fun sed kaving the op-
portnmity to proanote the success of
the siudens-zthlates makes it a fun
smosphere each and every dav 1o
zo o work,” Santanzelo said

Arcording to his friendsz, San-
tangaln i3 & great worker, loyal to
his job, will kelp evervbody befooe
himiself and be works relentles:ly.

“Apndrew devotes so many hours
w MWOSU and NWOSU ath-
letics.™ Alew Piekarski, FWOST
spccer bhead coach, said “On davs,
aspacially if we hkave toore than
one home zame, he's ofien bere for
14 hours a day. He will run from a
SOCCET EAmIe up to 8 footall g,

raught b on how to be as 3 per-
son, work ethics eic. He said he
would nor even be close to where
he 15 today if it was not for them.

“I would sav bhe's advenmrous
because it's not easy to leave from
Pennsylvaniz and move to Oklabo-
mia Wwhere vou don't koow many
people.” Goodoo, satd.

Sanrapgele said mowving fom
Pennsylvania to Oklzhoana without
knowing anyone is one of the craz-

“I THINK WHAT
T MOST ADMIRE
ABOUT ANDREW IS
HIS LOYALTY"
— JON BINGESSER

Andrew Santanzelo poses with his dog, Harper.

ecf tlhungs that ha ever did.
iGradusting from La Salle Col-
lege High 5chool apd goinz 1o
Oklaboona State University with
oo previous fizs is sl wild to him
sometimes when be looks back on

in.

Anpther crazy thing that be did
was eventnally going home to move
back to Oklabhomoa withont wisione
Alva or 2IWOSEL before accepons
ae job.

Santangelo has a Lot of Ereat
gualities and not many waaknessas,

“Conrteons — Andrew iz defi-
nitely one of the kindest people that
I bave come across.” Goodpo said,
“I feel like he would do aovihine
for just abour avybody ™

Santsngelo does met have 2 Lot
of faars, bat failure iz always a con-
cern he said

Having o work i the com-
nymication side of things can get

Fioras Frovided

srassiinl, becanse he alaways wants
o give his best to the fans op socisl
media.

For him, it is impostant o al-
ways stay ow top of things and m-
ple check everything, Hawving to
proomate o oan sudisncs. e wants to
do the best he can fo promote the
athletc side of the wmiversity atr a
high level he said

Santzngelo will do snything he
can for apyvbody, He zoes owver to

his church and belps ant with fech-
nolazy. He's always willing w help
somiebsdy ot

“He 1= willing t¢ go above and
bervond for everybody,” Eeith Wear,
athlenc mainer ar XWOST. “He's
the first one to be ar the spordng
avent making sure thar everviking
is satuap and ready 1o g0

Ome thing that would be supris-
inz mo know abour Santangslo iz
that be sees movies at the thearer

fairly consistewtly, but he does not
wanch any movies ouside the mov-
ie theatar.

When hiz friends oy 1o quote
somiething from some movis, he
doas not know what movie ot i3
from unles: ke went to watch it at

assistance st MWOSL or even out-
side of it. Sanmanzelo is the first per-
son ke calls

Tust the other day he zave Bin-
zesser A ride o pick ap his car from
the tire shop, and be al=o voluntesrs
1o fead Bingesser's pet when he is

ments is bamnz where he 1= todaw, he
said.
Hawving acceptad the rele as an

the theatar with the fHends.

“1 think what I most adovre
abonat Andrew 1s his lovalny,” said,
Jon Bingesser, the volleyball head
coach ar FWOSL. “And the fact
that [ always joke sbowt him thar he
iz pure of heart baczuse ba iz such
a good bnmian being apd wice gen-
uine parson, and those aspects are
nmy faverits about hoa. ™

Apytime Bingeszar needed any

.ll_"'l " )
I—-. =, ! _'-uj‘ﬁ "-;F'_I ‘-'L-

WELCOME TO!
SPRING
% TRAINING

[ Pt

ouT of TOWD recmufing.

Santapgelo 15 cns of the people
that you can rely oo and is depead-
able, Bingesser said

Sanrapgelo’s ope weakpess is
that be will drop whatever he 1= do-
inz mo mater how ouportant it s,
1o belp sommebody with whatevar,
o mater bow vmimpertaet I is,

He has been successful in his life
znd one of his greatest accomplish-

il o
el et w
O .

Apdrew at the Phillies spring training camp.

aszistant athletic divector nght afrer
eraduating with hiz master’s degree
im adult educanon — sports adoings-
iration af MWOST is 3 big accom-
plishonens, he said

This was especially big for hon
afier staggling to find 2 job for so
lonz afer graduanng with his bach-
alpr’s dagree in sporms marasement
at Oklzkona State University.

“Hoaestly, [I] would not change
apvihing ™ Sanraozele said Sev-
aryihing kappen: for a reason and
is who and where [ s todsyv. Of
conrse I have wondared how diffsr-
ant choices mught have changed my
life. For example, if | pever ans-
femed kigh schools, or if [ did wot
zo 1o school 2t Oklahoma State, bt
I do ot regret any of that, and that
iz why [ s bera today — from those
choice:s and finding swocess and
sreat people.”

He znll bas a lot ro accomplish,
be zzid.

Being 2 stong family person
srowing up with four siblings ot
would be nice o be able o raize a
famuly of hnnself.

He alzo kas 3 goal of vistting ev-
ery MLE stadivm one dav so that
would be a biz accomplishment on
his bucket st as wall.

Saptapgelo’s hobixes are matnly
S ol

If vou were to ask anyone, all
his family and foends koow that
even xffer working in sports all day,
when ke gers home sports will be
on the TV or somewhere near him
Angthar thing e enjoys is reading,
especially Stephen Eing.

Santapgelo has over 70 diffsrent
baseball hats. You will never see
himy withant 3 hat.

“Exvery choice leads to a cerfsin
path,” Santangelo ssid, “and in the
chorces and decizions thrown at me,
this is what I chose ™
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How can author create
likeable protagonist?

Why do we like certain pro-
tagonists and hate others? Is it
because of how attractive they
look? Is it because of their back-
story? Or is it because of the
genre they’re a part of? and why
are some protagonists hated by
their fandom?

Let’s start off with “Star
Wars,” for
example. Re-

WORDS member when

WITH MR. the new movies
KAUMANS came out and

everyone hat-
ed Rey, calling
her a “Mary
Sue” due to
her ability to
use the force
with little to no
training as well
as finding her
annoying. Then
some of the
fans countered:
“Well what about Anakin? Isn’t
he a Mary Sue? Yet everyone
loves him.” But here’s the thing:
Yes, Anakin was a lot more pow-
erful than most force users, but he
still trained and had flaws.

Rey got everything handed to
her and was loved by all the good
guys instantly, and didn’t have to
give up anything. Anakin lost his
mother, his friends, and even the

KEVIN
KAUMANS

love of his life, who was one of
the main reasons he went to the
dark side: To find a way to stop
her from dying from childbirth.
He failed his mission as the cho-
sen one despite trying his best,
while Rey succeeds in restoring

... make them an
all-powerful,
unstoppable demigod
who is loved by all ...

peace to the galaxy with little to
no inner-character conflict.

Overall, one of the easiest
ways to make a protagonist unlik-
able is to make them an all-pow-
erful, unstoppable demigod who
is loved by all and never wrong.
No one wants to read a book,
watch a movie or tv series or play
a video game about a character
who wins every fight they’re in,
succeeds with almost no adversi-
ty, is extremely powerful without
really explaining why and is mor-
ally perfect. Why would they?
There’s nothing at stake, nothing
that puts the protagonist in dan-
ger of failing. What’s preventing
them from achieving everything
they want right away?

Another thing that can make a

protagonist disdained by the au-
dience is their personality. Now,
can you have a protagonist that’s
a jerk? Of course, you can. One
of my favorite television shows is
“House MD”, and the main char-
acter of that series is a middle-age
doctor who constantly makes
fun of his coworkers and friends
while partaking in objectively
immoral activities, and he’s one
of my favorite characters of all
time. And you know what that is?
Because 1) he’s charming with
his insults, and 2) he does good
things that show he’s a good per-
son.

If you’re currently working
on a book as you’re reading this,
I encourage you to reread and
make sure your character comes
across as likable. If they’re sup-
posed to be a jerk but have little
to no charm or are overly mean,
none of your readers will find
them funny. There’s nothing
wrong with having a protagonist
that’s morally grey either. Again,
as long as they are sympathetic or
likable, your reader will have no
problem relating to them in some
way or shape.

My name is Kevin A. Kau-
mans, and [ want to thank you for
tuning into this week’s column.

Stay Educated

Annual County Free Fair
starts Thursday in Alva

By TARA OWENS

Senior Reporter

Another activity that will be happening on Thurs-
day night is the haybale decorating contest.

The haybales are provided, however, supplies are

The Woods County Free Fair starts Thursday.

The fair will be at the Woods County Fairgrounds
from Thursday through Saturday.

Exhibits must be dropped off by 5:30 p.m. on
Thursday. The hours of the fair are 3-9 p.m. on
Thursday, 8 a.m.-9 p.m. Friday, 8 a.m.-noon on Sat-
urday.

The free fair offers something for everyone.

A few areas include sewing, photography, baking
and many more exhibits, along with countless divi-
sions of animals, plants and homegrown vegetables.

Susan Holliday, Woods County Family and Con-
sumer Sciences and 4-H educator, encourages all
member of the community and Northwestern stu-
dents to come see all that the free fair has to offer.

“We try to add new projects and areas for exhib-
itors to enter in to change it up each year,” Holliday
said.

A favorite aspect of the fair for many is the ice
cream tasting. Holliday said the homemade ice
cream contest is back this year. It will be on Thurs-
day at 7 p.m. The prize for the first-place winner will
be $100.

not provided. First place winner will win a gift card.

“I love the haybale decorating contest,” said Lau-
ra Radford, Woods County Free Fair vice president.
“Last year we made a jack-o- lantern and had a great
time."

College students are welcome to enter in any of
the open categories at the free fair this year.

Chloe Bradt, Elementary Education major from
Alva, has entered baked goods into the fair for many
years.

“Baking is one of my favorite hobbies, and the
fair is an amazing way for me to be able to do what
I enjoy,” Bradt said.

This year will mark the second year for the dog
show at the fair. The classes include a trick class,
obedience and costume. The dog show will be on
Saturday at 1 p.m.

Prizes will also be given out to the winners of
the show.

More information regarding the Woods County
Free Fair, the fair books and entry tags can all be
found at the Woods County Extension Center lo-
cated on the first floor of the Woods County Court-
house.

Dad Joke of the Week:

I went to a concert for just 45 cents.
It featured 50 Cent and Nickelback.

First Friday

The first Friday Artwalk
event at the Runnymede.
Runnymede in downtown
Alva will feature photography
of an Northwestern student.

Artwalk, sponsored by
Nescatunga Arts and Human-
ities Council, is 6-8 p.m.

The first floor will display
a photography exhibit by In-
grid Maldonado, mass com-
munication major at NWOSU
and photo editor at the North-
western News.

Second floor will hold rock
panting activities. It included
three rocks for $10 per per-
son. The painting is come and
go through the evening. The
rocks, bearing a positive mes-
sage, can be taken home or
placed around Alva Artwalk
encourages  participants to
use #AlvaRocks and #Nesca-
tunga so people can see who
found the rocks and when it
was found.

Maldonado said her “pas-
sions stem from a lifelong

Student photography
featured at Artwalk

Ingrid Maldonado

love of arts, whether its draw-
ing or singing. Capturing mo-
ments through the lens is my
way of creating and sharing
beauty with world. As a lov-
er of all forms of art, I bring
a creative and heartfelt ap-
proach to every photo I take
whether it’s for families, se-
niors, couples or brands. My
image can be described as
cozy, warm, intimated and
connected to nature.”

Dorm Recipe of
the Week

Avocado Toast
by Jadyn Chancey

Ingredients

* 1 Y%tspolive oil

* 1 ' tsp lemon juice
»  Yatsp garlic powder

Y% tsp ground pepper
Y, table salt
1 avocado
Appliances needed
e Toaster

*  4-in-1 egg maker (avail-
able from Walmart)
*  Microwave

Step 1.
Cut the avocado into slivers
and mash the pieces. While mash-

ing the avocado, add the olive oil
and the lemon juice.

Step 2.
Add garlic powder, salt and
pepper to the mixture. Mix well.

Step 3.
Toast the bread of your choice
in the toaster.

Step 4.

Using the 4-in-1 egg maker,
cook the egg in the microwave to
desired style.

Step 5.

Spread avocado on toast and
add the egg on top.

Enjoy your toast!

Thinking of moving?

Think Hi-Lo Apartments, LLC
636 Linden St.

« 2-bedroom apartments available

«  Within walking distance of campus
= School semester leases

- Laundromat on site

= No smoking and no pets allowed

Call 580-748-0157
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New faculty

Chem prof speaks
French, plays harp

By JAXYN CLOUD
Student Reporter

Dr. Adam Alber earned his
doctorate in organic chemistry
from the University of Oklahoma
in June 0f 2024. At OU, Alber had
all types of graduate teaching ex-
periences. He was a teacher’s as-
sistant for six years. He has taught
science classes to first semester
freshmen all the way to last se-
mester seniors. Alber started his
journey with education in high
school, teaching students music
lessons.

Q: What sold you on coming
to NWOSU?

A: Well my PI. [principal
investigator], back in graduate
school, knew Dr. [Jason] Wick-
ham very well, and he had sug-
gested that I come here because
you guys really needed a new
chemist. With my experience and
my background, 1 figured that I’d
be able to help you guys out, and
certainly being so close by was
very helpful with moving and
things like that. So it seemed like
a good fit at the time.

Q: What is one of the first
goals you hope to accomplish
here?

A: Well I always like to think
that my primary goal is always
education, is trying to help people
understand chemistry and learn
about science and STEM. For
me, my primary goal is in educa-
tion. I want to foster growth and
learning in my classroom.

Q: What is your favorite
class to teach and why?
A: I know my answer should

Dr. Adam Alber

be organic chem, because that’s
what my background is in, but so
far it has been very fun to teach
chem for non-majors, as that al-
lows me to be funny and joke
around. I definitely have been en-
joying teaching the chemistry for
non-majors course but the organic
chemistry really is close to home
for me, so different passions in
different directions, but I love
them both.

Q: What is your superpow-
er?

A: Being energetic in the
morning, even though I am about
to fall asleep.

Q: What is something most
people don’t know about you?

A: I've got a few. I am a
dual citizen of the United States
and Switzerland. I also minored
in French. I’ve been speaking
French for almost 20 years. I am
also a harpist. I’ve been playing
the harp for probably more than
20 years.

Have an idea for a story?
Let us know!

nwnhnews@nwosu.edu

Large selection of
polarized sunglasses,
daily / monthly contacts
with multifocal and
astigmatism.

ALVA VISION CLINIC

Dr. Scott McEachern pre- and post-op

Bring in your student ID a/hd reééive 20% off of sunglasses.

lasik and cataract
surgery.

CLOSED FRIDAYS
(580)-327-2393

(580)-829-2026
504 College Ave.

Monday, 8:00 am - 5:30 pm
Tuesday, 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Wednesday, 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
Thursday, 8:00 am - 5:30 pm
Closed from 12:00pm - 1:00pm

FOR AN APPOINTMENT CALL

AFTER HOURS CALL

ACCEPTED
INSURANCE:

VSP, PVCS, Medicare,
Vision Care Direct,Aetna
Soonercare, BCBS,
Eyemed, Healthchoice,
and ask about others.

Mastercard, Visa, Discover,
American Express, and
Care Credit and checks
accepted.

Coach loves murder podcasts

By INGRID MALDONADO
Student Reporter

Cali Griffin first attended Fort
Scott Community College then
came to NWOSU where she
earned her degree in agriculture
business. She coached the ro-
deo team at Fort Scott for about
five years, took a break and then
coached another two years. She
is now the new rodeo coach at
NWOSU.

Q: What sold you to coming
to NWOSU?

A: The community and the
school for sure. They kind of
toured me around and I got to
meet everybody. There's lots of
places that support people, but
the sport here is way different,
everybody is so involved and
wants everything to go so good
here. Whether you're in athletics
or whether you're just a student in
a club or whatever it is, they want
it to go well.

Q: What is one of the goals
you hope to accomplish here?

A: Well, we obviously always
have a goal of winning, because
Stockten’s done a good job at
that, and we want to carry on

Cali Griffin

that tradition. I’'m a big goal set-
ter, so you know what I mean? 1
have goals for how many points I
want the women’s team to get this
year, or how many points [ want
the men’s team to get, but [ mean,
we’re just trying to create great
students who are great athletes,
who are great people. So, that’s
kind of my main goal.

I guess if you want one main
goal for the whole program, it
would be to create great students,
who become great people who
great athletes are, who represent
the college well and hopeful-

ly make the college almost for
us. Obviously we want to take a
men's team and women's team to
the college finals, that’s always
the goal.

Q: What do you think is
your superpower?

A: The ability to keep kids
motivated. There's a lot of people
in this world with a ton of talent
who don't have a ton of motiva-
tion.

There's a lot of kids with a ton
of motivation who maybe don't
have the most talent, but usually
those kids with motivation, they
see somebody who cares for them
whether they're super talented or
not.

Those are the type of kids who
go farther. If they have somebody
who believes in them and kind
of makes them believe in them-
selves, so I would hope being
able to motivate people would be
my superpower.

Q: What is something most
people don't know about you?

A: Man, I’'m a sucker for mur-
der podcasts, I will listen to 4,000
murder podcasts half the time be-
fore I'll listen to the radio. So, I
drive way too much. I'm a mur-
der mystery fanatic.

New physics prof was cricket pro

Originally from Sri Lanka,
Dr. Rasika Mohottige earned his
bachelor’s degree in physics and
a master’s degree in the field of
condensed metaphysics before
he moved to the United States to
earn a doctorate in nanophysics
and nanoscience at the University
of North Dakota. He’s taught at
various universities including at
Waldorf University in Iowa be-
fore moving to Alva.

Q: What sold you on coming
to NWOSU?

A: The main thing is this is a
state university, so I wanted to be
a part of one of the state univer-
sities in the United States. That’s
the main reason. When I was in
Iowa, I didn’t have any classes
like the physics minor. Then I
found out that here, at Northwest-
ern, there was a physics minor,
and I have some opportunities to
introduce a physics major. An-
other reason is Towa is so cold. I

Dr. Rasika Mohottige

liked the environment and Alva is
a small city.

Q: What is one of the first
goals you hope to accomplish
here?

A: I have a couple of goals.
The first, right now we don’t of-
fer a quantum mechanics class, so

Alva State Bank

& Trust Company

Older than Oklahoma

Alva Main Office
518 College Ave.
Alva, Ok 73717
580-327-3300

Enid-Chisholm Branch
801 W. Broadway
Enid, Ok 73701
580-234-4201

Burlington Branch
PO Box 80
Burlington, Ok 73722

580-431-3300

Bank of Freedom Branch
1085 Main St.
Freedom, Ok 73842
580-621-3276

First State Bank of Kiowa Branch
546 Main St
Kiowa, Ks 67070
620-825-4147

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corperation 1-800-259-2582

I’'m talking with the department
chair to offer a quantum mechan-
ics class. That is my first goal.

Then my second goal, once we
settle with all of the physics mi-
nor classes, [ want to start a phys-
ics major here. The main reason
is I like to do some research.

And the next thing I want to
start is a nanoscience lab. That
is not easy because to start a na-
noscience lab, we need money.
Right now, I’m preparing some
grants and proposals to find some
money to buy instruments.

Q: What is your favorite
class to teach and why?

A: I’'m teaching a classical
mechanics class, and I like the
class for various reasons. I can
share my expertise with my stu-
dents and show them how to use
mathematics to express laws of
physics. I want to show them the
relationship between mathemat-
ics and physics, and then they can
understand that mathematics is
the language of physics.

Q: What is your “superpow-
er”?

A: 1 am a research-oriented
guy. I like to do research, and at
the same time I like teaching too.

Q: What is something most
people don’t know about you?

A: Most people don’t know
I’'m a good cricketer. I was a pro-
fessional cricketer in Sri Lanka,
and still, I play cricket. Cricket is
a big part of my life. I love crick-
et. When I was in lowa, every
weekend, I drove up and down
five hours, just for a game.
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Lady Rangers tie first home game

By KAROLINA JURESIUTE
Senior Reporter

Northwestern Lady Rangers
soccer team finished their exhibi-
tion games marathon on Saturday
in Alva with a 1-1 tie with Rogers
State University.

The game started off slow and
neither of the teams scored in the
first half of the game. Both teams
had good defense and played
hard. Northwestern Lady Rang-
ers would get close to the goal but
then couldn’t score.

Entering halftime, the score
was 0-0.

Just after a few minutes, Rog-
ers State scored their first goal to
get in the lead 0-1. After that goal,
the Lady Rangers were motivated
to get back into the game. Some
minutes later, #11 Victoria Ruval-
caba scored a goal to tie the game
1-1.

Neither of the teams could
come up with another goal, so the
result remained tied until the end
of the game.

“It was a really good learning
and growing experience for us,”
said Alex Piekarski, the head
women’s soccer coach. “Credit to
Rogers State. They played some
different tactics, and it took us a
little while to adjust to them, but
I am really proud of my team.
I thought we created a good
amount of chances. We could
have finished a couple more of

Playmaker

Victoria Ruvalcaba
Lone scorer against Rogers State
on Saturday.

them, but I thought we created a
couple really good ones, t0o.”

Piekarski said the team will be
working on putting together the
full 90-minutes and increasing
the depth of the team during the
team practices.

“I thought we brought out a lot
of intensity and great effort; we
had some tough practices and just
a lot of mixing in new girls,” said
Lady Ranger’s goalkeeper senior
Rachel Brown, from Pomona,
California, majoring in biolo-
gy health science. “We have 12
freshmen and one transfer, so it
has been a challenge to integrate
them with all of our returners, but
I think tonight probably showed
how hard we have been work-
ing.”

Ruvalcaba said the first half
went almost as the team had
planned for, with subs coming in

¥ > P s ™
Photo by Ingrid Maldonado
Cassidy Fitzgerald, No. 2, a sophomore biology-health science major from End, gets ready to kick the ball Satur-

day in an exhibition game in Alva with Rogers State University. The teams tied 1-1.

and making a difference.

“I definitely think that is what
happened,” said Ruvalcaba, a
junior from Houston, Texas,
who majors in biology. “We all
worked together as the team, not
getting the result that we wanted
but definitely had some progress,
and it is a good starting point for
the season.”

Both of the players said the
team’s goal for this season is to

get a lot of goals, work hard, have
fun and make it to the GAC play-
offs.

Piekarski said the team is re-
ally excited because they have a
good balance of incoming players
and veterans. The team has a real-
ly good senior leadership.

Piekarski agreed with his play-
ers that the main goal of the sea-
son is to make the GAC playoffs.

“To get back to the conference

tournament,” Piekarski said. “We
made it in 2021,2022 and we
missed it last year, and we are re-
ally hungry to get back this year.”

Lady Rangers travel to Nebras-
ka on Thursday to play Wayne
State College and will come back
to play their first official home
game against Pittsburg State Uni-
versity on Sunday at noon.

Find stats at riderangersride.
com.

Football opens in Ar

By ELY NOBLE
Senior Reporter

After a disappointing 1-10
finish last season, the NWOSU
Ranger football team is looking
to turn the page with fresh leader-
ship and renewed energy

Head coach Ronnie Jones,
a seasoned coach with a back-
ground in both college and the
pros, brought in former NFL head
coach Jerry Glanville as the new
defensive coordinator..

“We are excited to go play
a game and see where we are
as a football team,” Jones said.
“We’ve got a great mix of young
talent and experienced players,
and our coaching staff brings a lot
of knowledge and passion. I'm

Photo by Katelyn Findley

Ranger defensive coach Jerry Glanville works with players Tuesday.

really looking forward to seeing
the Rangers turn our program

Watch at 6 p.m. Thursday

youtube.com/weevilnation

around and have the success on
the field that past Rangers have
experienced.”

Alex Baxter, head strength
and conditioning coach, said he
has been impressed by the team’s
dedication during the offseason.

“The hard work and dedica-

dlsas

tion from both players and coach-
ing staff are starting to pay off,”
Baxter said. “The commitment
to training, discipline and a pos-
itive mindset has transformed us
into a stronger, more competitive
team.”

Baxter has also noticed
marked improvements on both
sides of the ball.

“On defense, guys are flying
to the ball,” he said. “On offense,
they are flying around and run-
ning each route as hard as they
can. Both defense and offense
have shined throughout training
camp.”

The Great American Confer-
ence that the Rangers compete in
has a challenging schedule. this
year.

“We’re looking forward to
the challenge, Jones said. “The
coaches and players have worked
really hard, and I believe these
efforts will show up on the field.
The guys are hungry, and we’re
ready to compete.”




	2024 Vol 86 Issue 2 - Sept. 5
	Page 1 - Front Color
	Page 2 - News B&W
	Page 3 - Editorial B&W
	Page 4&5- Doubletruck Color
	Page 6 - Feature B&W
	Page 7 - Sports B&W
	Page 8 - Color

	Page 4&5- Doubletruck Color



