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The Black Student Union had a

pool party on Friday.
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By SHEALYN PRATT
Features Editor

For the first time in over four
years, student residential housing
is co-ed and houses both men and
women in the same building.

Ament Hall has been under
construction since early May
and is expected to be finished
mid-September.

Director of Marketing and
University Relations, Kelsey
Martin said right now they are
doing the finishing touches.

“Once all of the inspections
are completed is when male stu-
dents can move in,” Martin said.

With around 100 male students
without housing, Cunningham
Hall, formerly known as South
Hall, has been housing both male
and female residents for the first
three weeks of the fall 2026 se-
mester.

Raley Hooper, a female Cun-
ningham Hall resident, said the
difference in the dorms is notice-
able.

“They’re smelly after practice
and always in the way,” Hooper
said. “Their laundry is always
in there, (the washers) they just
leave it in there for hours and
there’s just men everywhere.”

Hooper also expressed her
frustration about little to no no-
tice about this change.

“We never received an email
saying that boys will be living
here,” Hooper said. “It was just
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Outside of Cunningham Hall, which has now been co-ed housing both women and men because around 100 male students have been without a home.

that Ament was being redone and
there will be limited male hous-
ing.”

The men living in the dorms
have a higher opinion on living in
Cunningham Hall.

Tahriq Knighten, a male Cun-

Photo Provided
A male resident of Cunningham Hall plays pool in the commons area.
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ningham Hall resident, said that it
doesn’t bother him.

“It honestly feels like a reg-
ular apartment building and there
aren’t really many distractions,”
Knighten said.

Despite some male residents
having a good outlook on their
current housing situation, many
of them are upset about having
to move during the middle of the
semester.

This will be the third move in
three months for any male resi-
dent that stayed on campus, in
Fryer Hall, during the summer
months.

“Im very irritated about
moving again because it’s a lot,”
Knighten said. “Moving can be a
little annoying, but I’'m okay with
it and just looking at it as a new
experience.”

With this being a rare occur-
rence for Northwestern students,
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Martin was asked if there was any
concern for safety issues.

“A lot of the entire college
experience is about flexibility and
being able to make your own de-
cisions and common sense deci-
sions,” Martin said. “I think this
could be a level of that and giving
the students some responsibility
to be flexible and be smart in their
decisions.”

Martin also mentioned there
being no issues brought to admin-
istration’s attention for the reno-
vation of Ament Hall or the reno-
vation of what is formerly known
as South Hall in 2022.

“We haven’t had any issues in
both situations.” Martin said.

Regardless of many North-
western students’ varying opin-
ions on the matter, you can’t help
but ask, “is this a small town is-
sue?”

Studies show that around 90%

of dorms in the United States
have co-ed dormitories, with gen-
ders being separated by floors.

Brown University introduced
versions of coeducational hous-
ing in late 1969, per the students
request. By the 1970s, co-ed
housing became fairly popular
nationwide.

Be that as it may, 55 years of
nationwide co-ed housing doesn’t
make it any less new for several
Northwestern students.

“It’s supposed to be Barbie’s
dreamhouse,” Hooper said.

Once construction is complet-
ed and the boys are back to their
“Mojo Dojo Casa House,” male
residents can expect a renovated
space. Consisting of new air con-
ditioning units, fresh paint, new
flooring, new furniture in the lob-
by area, laundry rooms on each
floor, updated fire alarm systems
and more.
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BSU event takes an unexpected turn

By SHEALYN PRATT
Feature Editor

The Black Student Union host-
ed its first Back-to-School Pool
Party at the Alva City Pool on
Friday after a lifeguard allegedly
reported “suspicious behavior,”
prompting police and administra-
tors to arrive.

The incident made BSU mem-
bers and attendees question why
police were called to their event
when a similar pool party had
taken place earlier without police
presence.

The organization’s first event
of the semester brought together
members of the Ranger Fami-
ly, including the Northwestern
men’s and Lady Ranger basket-
ball teams, Northwestern foot-
ball, Ranger Cheer, Northwestern
men’s and women’s track and
field, Northwestern Rodeo and
faculty.

About 30 minutes into the
school-approved event, an Alva
city sherift’s deputy, two on-duty
officers and two off-duty officers
arrived at the Alva City Pool.
A lifeguard allegedly called the
police because of “suspicious be-
havior.”

“It was crazy because they just
had two sports go to the pool, but
when it’s a Black Student Union
and Black people, it’s a problem,”
said Toni Green, a senior sprint-
er for the Northwestern women’s
track and field team.

Prior to the Black Student
Union’s event, the Alva City
Pool hosted a pool party for the
Alva Middle School cross coun-
try team. There were no officers
present at that event.

The officers circled the area
and entered the BSU event. Two
off-duty officers spoke with Black
Student Union club adviser and
Assistant Men’s and Women'’s

Track & Field Coach Zaccheus
Beasley before leaving. On-duty
officers entered both the women’s
and men’s bathrooms before leav-
ing.

“It honestly makes no sense
that there were at least four cops
circling us for 30 minutes when
we were just having fun,” Green
said.

The Alva City Police Depart-
ment did not respond to a request
for comment.

After the on-duty officers and
sheriff’s deputy found no cause
for concern at the event, admin-
istrators were called to the pool.

Calleb Mosburg, vice presi-
dent for student services and en-
rollment management; Kaylea
Brown, Student Government As-
sociation co-sponsor; spoke with
club adviser and Northwestern
Cheer Coach Chloe Rogers be-
fore leaving.

Northwestern Administration
also found no cause for concern
about the event.

“One racist lifeguard assumed
we were doing something be-
cause we are Black,” Green said.
“We told Calleb, we were just
having fun and if the roles were
reversed, he wouldn’t even be out
here.”

Mosburg has spoken with city
officials regarding the matter.

“I feel bad about how the sit-
uation was handled with the pool
staff,” Mosburg said, “In conver-
sations with the city, they’ve as-
sured me that the situation will be
handled appropriately.”

Mosburg added, this was not
about race for administration.

“I don’t want any of our stu-
dents, especially our Black stu-
dents, thinking that I’'m showing
up just because of race,” Mosburg
said. “I don’t care what student
or organization it is, if there are
claims that something is going
on, [’'m showing up.”
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Police show up unexpected at BSU
pool party event causing unease by
attendees.

Once confusion was resolved,
students at the event resumed
swimming and enjoying ice
cream, snacks and drinks provid-
ed by the Black Student Union.
The earlier police presence had
caused unease among some at-
tendees and disrupted the flow
of the event. The lifegaurd who
made the alleged report was
asked to leave the event by her
superior once administration left.
The party continued with line
dancing and music provided by
Northwestern Cheer Captain Mi-
kayla Ramsey.

“You guys had everything un-
der control,” Brown said in an
apology written to the Black Stu-
dent Union. “Calleb and I only
showed up because of our respon-
sibilities as SGA advisers, and it’s
crystal clear that the blame for
tonight falls on one side.”

The Alva City Pool apologized
for the confusion surrounding the
lifeguards’ reports but did not
comment on the alleged racist be-
havior.

Northwestern —administrators
have expressed their concern
about how the Alva City Pool
managed the situation with a ma-
jority of their Black students and
student athletes.

“I am so frustrated by how the
pool and the city treated the situa-
tion,” Brown said.

Despite the controversy. as
the semester continues, the Black
Student Union plans to host more
events.

World Afro Day is on Sept. 15.
The BSU will hand out free cake
pops to anyone wearing their nat-
ural hair on campus.

“We want to embrace our hair,
our culture, who we are and how
our hair grows naturally,” said
Amelia Nyambuka, president of
Northwestern’s Black Student
Union.

Family Day is on Sept. 19. The
BSU will host its second annual
bake sale in the Student Center
from noon until everything is
sold. The bake sale will feature
more cake pops, cookies and oth-
er treats.

Reporter’s note: This story
was written by a member of the
Black Student Union.

Campus feels the pain

By ALLISON RUWALDT
Senior Reporter

Craig Anthony Ricke, head of
the NWOSU IT department, un-
expectedly passed away at age 52
on August 12, 2026.

Ricke was born on June 27,
1974, in Enid, OK. He grew up in
Aline and graduated from Aline-
Cleo High School in 1992. He
married Jaime Bushman in 2006,
and they raised two children to-
gether, Tatum and Trendon.

“ We just knew we could call
Craig,” the assistant director of
the NWOSU IT department, Lee-
ta Grimsley, said. “He would al-
ways take care of it because he
always had the answer.”

Ricke graduated from NWO-
SU, created a home and decided
to stay here for 30 years, working
in the IT department.

As technology changed, he
adapted and helped his coworkers
adjust and learn new things.

During his funeral service,
there were four rows full of for-
mer and current staff, showing
how many of his coworkers’ lives
he touched.

Both the church where the ser-
vice was held and the NWOSU
Ballroom that livestreamed the
service were full of people who
were impacted by Ricke.

His coworkers describe him

as a quick-witted, funny man.

Some recalled stories of him
helping people with computer is-
sues and pulling small pranks on
them by quickly coming up with
convoluted ways to say simple
phrases.

Ricke not only worked hard
to help the school, but he also
worked hard to help the commu-
nity when given the chance.

He was heavily involved in his
church and was instrumental in
helping schools set up their dis-
tance learning options.

His coworkers emphasize his
bright personality.

He was always willing to help
and visit with anyone about any-
thing.

He loved woodworking and
would make gifts for his loved
ones, and was constantly renovat-
ing his personal and rental homes.

Ricke was said to have been
one of the most dedicated people
on campus.

Anytime someone called him
with an issue, he was there to
help.

“None of us can step into those
shoes,” Grimsley said. “But we’re
all just gonna work together.”

Craig Ricke was known as an
amazing man who was passion-
ate about showing up for people
who needed it, and his memory
will forever be engraved in this
campus.
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WHAT’S UP
SEPTEMBER 7-12

e Sucide preventure and awarness week
¢ BCM Fresh Monday, Ranger Room 8 pm-9pm

¢ Education Career Fair, Student Center
Ballroom 11 am-1 pm

* Meet the Rangers, Ranger football field

* BCM Worship, Student Center ballroom
7:30-9:30 pm

e Heartland BEST robotics kickoff,
Fellers Family Auditorium 8 am-2 pm
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Construction causing Having to let go
problems on campus

By ALLISON RUWALDT
Senior Reporter

The construction being done
on Highway 281 continues to af-
fect students and staff at NWO-
SU, even a year later.

Last year, construction to wid-
en the highway began.

It was decided that the water
lines and pipes would be renovat-
ed with the road, and that side-
walks would be added.

However, some people are
disappointed with the amount of
time it has taken.

Although it may be worth the
wait, many people are having
to deal with the negative conse-
quences of the construction.

“It’s been a mess all summer
trying to get from one building
to the next,” said Irys Pollock,
the Food Unit Lead at NWO-
SU. “Something is always in the
way.”

Over the summer, the con-
struction caused the parking lots
at the wellness center and at Vin-
cent Hall to close.

They did not open back up
until a week before the semester
started, so summer students and
faculty had to make adjustments.

“It can be frustrating, but I'm
glad they’re redoing the road,”
said Norah Scarbrough, a senior
at NWOSU.

Scarbrough and Alana Pierce,
who are both students at NWO-
SU, expressed frustration that it
slows down traffic.

However, overall, they are
grateful that the road is getting
renovated.

“I’'m really appreciative that
they’re getting it accomplished
and finished,” Pierce said. “It’s

Photos byJessica Schieber

Construction on Highway 281 made the two lane street into a one lane,
causing confusion and struggles for Northwestern students.

just kinda slower with traffic.”

Although some are annoyed,
many students who live on cam-
pus are unaffected by the work
being done.

“Well, personally, I don’t live
off campus, so I’'m not having to
find a parking spot or anything
like that,” said Jenna Mills, a stu-
dent at NWOSU. “So for me it’s
probably not as bad as it is for
someone living off campus.”

A main takeaway from dis-
cussing the construction was that
parking has gotten more difficult.

While some spots have been
blocked off and others have dis-
appeared, many people are up-
set and feel there is less parking
available.

“I just get stressed out about
parking,” said Eile Dang, a stu-
dent at NWOSU. “I don’t know
what’s really permitted.”

The compact parking area near
Vincent Hall has been occupied
by double-wide trucks and SUVs,

A sign on Highway 281 that indicates two way traffic. The sign is used to
warn drivers that the road they are traveling on is changing from a one-
way street or a divided highway to a road with two-way traffic sharing

the same roadway.

most likely because the new lines
outlining the spaces have not
been painted yet.

Before work on the road start-
ed, students complained about the
parking situation on campus and,
as of now, this issue has only got-
ten worse.

“It makes it really hard to park
every day,” said Matilda Conway,
a senior at NWOSU. “T’ve had to
park at the tennis courts.”

Overall, the construction on
Highway 281 is being seen as an
inconvenience by the students.
While it will be worth it when it
is finished, it has proved to be a
struggle for those at NWOSU.

There are still some students
that refuse to cross the road as
it is being worked on to attend
events hosted by th BCM or the
Bible Chair. These students think
it’s safer to just avoid the hassle
at all then to try and go to them.

Students will have to continue
their difficulties of walking across
281, as construction continues.

Dorothy’s Flowers & Gifts
06 Logan St. Alva Oklahom

@
Get your Flowers, Stuffed
nimals, Helium balloons an(
much more!!

% off for Students who mak
a purchase of 45% more!!

Call Store: 5803272114
Cell: 5804305111

By JESSICA SCHIEBER
News Editor

Death is something that no one
can escape, no matter how loved
and cherished those people may
be.

This past month there were
many people who were adored
that have passed away.

Dolly Parton, a singer-song-
writer, actress, businesswoman,
and philanthropist past on August
25.

Parton was the Imagination
Library. This library has gifted
a total of 332,411,218 books ac-
cording to the Imagination Li-
brary website.

It is dedicated to inspiring a
love of reading by gifting books
free of charge to children from
birth to the age of 5.

The funding for this library
has been from Dolly Parton and
local community partners in the
United States, Canada, United
Kingdom, Australia, and the Re-
public of Ireland.

Parton was a part of something
greater than herself and was an
inspiration to many people.

People all over the world felt
saddened when the news of her
passing came out. Dolly lived to
be 80 years old.

Another death that affected
many was the death of Tim Curry.

Tim Curry also died on August
25, but the announcement of his
death came August 26.

His team had made the deci-
sion to wait on the announcement
when they saw about Parton’s
death. Curry was an actor and
singer.

He was in movies that includ-
ed “It” produced in 1990, “The

Rocky Horror Picture Show” pro-
duced in 1975, “The Three Mus-
keteers” produced in 1993, and he
voiced a character in “Barbie and
the Three Musketeers” produced
in 2008.

Many people who were inter-
ested in theater looked up to Cur-
ry, and his voice will be missed
by many.

Another voice that has left us
was the voice of Optimus Prime
from the “Transformers” fran-
chise. Peter Cullen passed on Au-
gust 26.

Cullen voiced many charac-
ters other than Optimus Prime;
his second most known character
was Eeyore from the “Winne the
Pooh” series.

A death that not many may
have noticed was the death of
a Japanese artist named Yayoi
Kusama.

She died at the age of 97 on
August 14.

Kusama’s art often featured
polka dots, yellow pumpkins, and
immersive infinity mirror rooms.

On August 15, “the Bionic
Man” Tommy John passed.

He lived to be 83. John was
a four time All-Star and played
Major League Baseball for 26
seasons. He played between
1963 and 1989. John played for
the Cleveland Indians, Chicago
White Sox, Los Angeles Dodg-
ers, New York Yankees, Califor-
nia Angels, and the Oakland Ath-
letics.

Hayden Panettiere passed on
August 16. She was the youngest
on this list at age 36.

She was an actress known for
her roles in “Heroes,” “I Love
You, Beth Cooper,” and “Re-
member the Titans.” She was also
in “Bring It on: All or Nothing.”

580.327.3332
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Fun at the Pool Party
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1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972, sections 503 and 504 of the Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with
Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008,
and other applicable federal laws and regula-
tions, and to the extent required by law, does
not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, age, religion, genetic
information, physical or mental disability,
or status as a veteran in any of its policies,
practices, or procedures. This includes, but
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Northwestern Oklahoma State University,
709 Oklahoma Boulevard, Alva, OK 73717,
(580) 327-8415.

This publication, printed by North-
western Oklahoma State University, is
issued by the University as authorized by
the Regional University System of Oklaho-
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distributed at a cost to the taxpayers of the
State of Oklahoma of $368.00.
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be published.
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reserve the right to condense or edit any letter
for grammar, libel and space limitations. All
letters submitted may not be used.

All letters represent the views of the
author.
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NWNews Staff

Editor-in-Chief -
Oaklee Fielder

My name is Oaklee Fielder.
I am a junior at Northwestern
Oklahoma State University. This
is also my third year as a member
of the Northwestern News staff.
This year, I will be taking the
position of Editor-in-Chief of the
Northwestern News. For the past
two years I was the sports edi-
tor. Throughout those two years,
I have learned a lot about the
world of reporting. I want to take
the lessons I have learned and
put them to work by leading this
newspaper. Although I have made
mistakes in the past, and expect to
make many throughout my time
here, I want to take this time to
learn and test myself. I hope to do
well in my new position and I will
strive to give you, the reader, a
well-made and enjoyable to read
newspaper.

A little about myself is that I
have lived in Northwest Oklaho-

ma my entire life. Throughout my
life, I lived in Enid and attended
Enid Public Schools. I graduated
from Enid High School in 2024. 1
do enjoy sports and I have learned
to love Northwestern Athletics.
Unfortunately for me, my favorite
sport is not one that Northwestern
has. I grew up watching hockey
and being a fan of the Philadel-
phia Flyers. I also enjoyed watch-
ing motorsports such as NA-
SCAR, F1 and IndyCar.

I hope to be able to do a job
well enough to please those that
read our newspaper and our staff.

Entertainment Editor - Kevin Kauamans

I was born in Hutchinson,
Kansas. My family then moved
to Kiowa since small towns tend
to be safer for children than the
cities.

I graduated from high school
in Burlington, Oklahoma. I am
currently in my senior year here
at Northwestern, and will be
graduating in May.

I like reading, writing, and
consuming all forms of media. I
always try to keep an open mind
on anything I critique, even if I
do not personally like it.

My goal as the Entertainment
Editor is to encourage others to
start writing and bring awareness
to media I feel is underrated.

I hope all of you will continue
to read my page and support our
local newspaper here on campus.

Features Editor - Shealyn Pratt

Hello! My name is Shealyn
Pratt, and I am pleased to be the
Feature Editor for this year’s pa-
per.

Writing as Feature Editor — re-
ally, writing at all — is my pride
and joy. I have written in journals,
diaries and planners for as long as
I can remember. I have annotated
a number of books and spent days
obsessing over the words written
in bylines. Writing and reading the
words that others write has always
been my greatest love.

I grew up the only girl among
five brothers. While they were
busy boxing each other, getting
into endless amounts of trouble or
playing Xbox, I was busy draw-
ing, writing or creating. Building
imaginary worlds with imaginary
people.

Despite being the only girl, I
never lacked girlhood. Nor sister-
hood. I have known my best friend,
Osiana Alvarez, since we were ten
years old. I can’t imagine writing
anything about myself without in-
cluding her. If it weren’t for her
reading the short stories I wrote in
seventh grade science class, you

probably would not have a feature
editor this year.

Perhaps 1 would have been
a great scientist if I chose to pay
attention in Mrs. Sears’ class rath-
er than a decent writer because I
chose to download Wattpad.

Even though writing and cre-
ating have always been two of
my favorite things, it wasn’t until
becoming a Ranger that I found
my true passion for journalism.
I wasn’t sure that I wanted to go
into broadcasting and journalism,
even when [ was told to do so. My
Adavnced US History teacher,
Tim Greeff, told me long before
it even felt like a possibility. I ap-
parently talked an awful lot in that
class.

I graduated from Woodward
High School in 2024. The decision
to come to Northwestern was an
easy one. The decision on what to
major in is where I struggled. That
is when a second person told me to
go into communications and jour-
nalism. Hey, M’Cheila! As I’ve
grown in my writing skills, I’ve
also grown in my reporting skills.
This year, I have the privilege of

reporting alongside Megan Spray
for NWTV7.

When I'm not writing or
talking about what’s happening on
campus, you can find me with the
Ranger Cheer team or the Black
Student Union. I am the vice pres-
ident of the BSU and the student
athletic trainer for the Ranger
Cheer team. The first thing I would
like to share with you is this and
a thank you. Thank you for read-
ing and even picking up a paper.
Physical media is so important. I
am grateful to be a part of it. By
design, you are too.

Design Editor -

Hello Northwestern Oklahoma
State University, and hello NW
News readers. My name is John
Stowers, and I am your returning
page designer and your new pho-
to editor for the newspaper. 1 am
a senior Media and Communica-
tions major from Garber, Okla-
homa. For some history on me,
I will retell what was published
when [ first started last year. My
entire family has been in the
Enid, Oklahoma area for gener-
ations, but I was born in a naval
hospital in Camp Lejeurne, North
Carolina.

How did I get from gener-
ations in the Enid area to right
on the beaches of the east coast?
Simple; my dad proudly served in
the United States Marine Corp for
20 years before he retired in 2018.
While he was still active duty, I
lived in Mansfield, Texas; North
Carolina again; Okinawa, Japan
and finally Quantico, Virginia.
While we were away from fam-
ily, we would often come home
to visit both sides of my family,
often around the holidays.

I choose the word “home”
intentionally. Sure, home was
where my immediate family
lived, but our true home was
always back with our extend-
ed family. I’ve always felt most
at home when we used to go to
family events, and to be honest I
still do. Getting my whole family
around in one house to celebrate
Christmas, Thanksgiving and the

John Stowers

occasional birthday — no matter
how chaotic — was always one of
the things I looked forward to the
most. I referred to it last year as
“home-base.”

No matter where we were in
the world we would always come
back home. After dad retired from
the Marines, we moved back to
Garber, where I started 8" grade
and met my amazing girlfriend of
almost 8 years. Then at the start
of my junior year of high school,
I began studying Graphic Arts
at Autry Technology Center. I
graduated from high school and
from Autry in 2023 and started
the Digital Media, Animation,
and Design course through the
Digital Media Institute at North-
ern Oklahoma College, where
I learned how to produce, write
and edit films. I graduated from
there in 2025 and moved over to
the newly reworked Media and
Communications program here at
NWOSU.

While I’ve been at Northwest-
ern, I’ve worked for the campus
print shop, for the newspaper as a
writer and editor and I’'m now one
of the new Residential Assistants
in Coronado. That means that all
of you Coronado guys better be-
have or you’re getting plastered
all over the newspaper! For legal
and ethical reasons, that was a
joke.

At any rate, welcome to the
2026-27 school year and publish-
ing run!

News Editor - Jessica Schieber

I am Jessica Schieber. I am
a senior who is majoring in
English. While last year I ran
the newspaper as Editor-in-
Chief I have stepped down from
that position to try and enjoy my
last semester. However, 1 found
myself unable to fully step away
from the paper because of how
much I have enjoyed working on
it. While many of you may know
me, I would like to take a moment
and talk about myself. I love to
read and write, hence why I took
up English as my major.

When it comes to writing I’'m
not one who normally shares my
works with a lot of people, but
I am working on a sports story,
more specifically a novel about
blind hockey. I am also working
on a dystopian novel called
Redeemed.

I however, also have a passion
for music that many people don’t
know about. I’ve never created
my own but I love listening to
the songs that others have poured
their emotions into.

A more well-known fact
about me is that I love hockey,
ice hockey, to be more exact. It
happened three years ago. I fell
in love with a team called the
New Jersey Devils, much to my
family’s dismay. I quickly started
to learn the rules of the game and
the players on my team.

Another fun fact about me is
that I have a pet rabbit, his name
is Otto, and I have had him for
four years now. I also have a

Pitbull who I love named Meg,
short for Megaladon.

The last thing about me that
I will share is that I love nature.
I love walking in nature, taking
my time, and appreciating the life
that is around me. I find that life
is a very fragile thing and you
should admire all forms of it. I
often find myself saying hello to
squirrels on campus, like a weird
person. I find myself saying hi to
all the animals I see on campus,
although the birds just fly away
from me.

It’s not easy to get away into
deep nature here on campus,
but I find ways to appreciate it
regardless. I am a firm believer
that all people should take a
moment and appreciate the world
we live in. One reason being that
we only have this one. There is no
try again after this, so we should
take our time and love what we
have.

Take a moment and take your
headphones out, get your face
away from screens and just live
and appreciate what you have
around you. Even if there is noise
from your friends.
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Give your chacters proper motive

By KEVIN KAUMANS
Entertainment Editor

Hello everyone. It is me again,
your favorite storyteller. Ever
since Freshman year, [ have been
working for the newspaper, writ-
ing stories, talking about my fa-
vorite genres, and even giving my
readers some advice for creating
their own stories every now and
then.

It is my hope that this advice
will encourage students at North-
western to become better writers
and maybe, someday, they will
learn to improve their craft and
become a well-renowned author
whose name will be known cen-
turies from now.

This week, I want to talk about
something a character from al-
most every story should have:
Motivation. Whether you are
making a book about a lone out-
law, creating a television show
about a high school teacher that
becomes a crime boss, or a movie
about a teenage superhero, motive
is what drives the story forward.
Without it, there is no reason for
anything to happen.

Let us say, for example, you
write a story about a peasant boy

in a fantasy world who goes on a
magical quest. What would drive
this young boy to leave his home
and everything he knows behind
to go exploring in a dangerous
world where he will likely die?

Maybe he needs to find a mag-
ic plant that will cure his sick
mother who has an unknown ill-
ness. Or perhaps he needs to seek
revenge for the evil dark lord who
killed his father.

If you are not feeling all that
creative, you can go the cliche
route and make the boy have a
dream where someone tells him
he is the chosen one and needs to
find the magical weapon that will
save the world.

Now, when writing a motive
for your protagonist, it is im-
portant that you make sure it is
relevant to the plot. If your main
character’s goal does not conflict
with the antagonist’s, you need
to ask yourself what the point of
your story is.

If the main villain and your
hero can both get what they want
without interfering with each oth-
er’s own morals or motives, then
what is the conflict? What reason
would they have for fighting one
another?

Now, notice how I said earli-

er how a motive was something
almost every story should have.
That is because there are instanc-
es, few as they may be, where a
motive is not required to write
a good story. A good example
of this at the top of my head is
“Blood Meridian”, by Cormac
McCarthy. The book’s main char-
acter is a young teenager known
only as “The Kid” who runs away
from his abusive father and even-
tually ends up joining a gang of
outlaws that make money selling
scalps of the indigenous people
they kill.

The Kid is a blank state. De-
spite being the protagonist, he
does not talk as much as the other
members in the Glanton Gang.
We are never told his interests,
his hobbies or even what he wants
out of life.

From what I have described so
far, you might think this would
make for a poorly written char-
acter. After all, how can a story
move when your main character
has seemingly no real reason for
doing anything?

However, 1 would argue that
the Kid having no agency is what
makes him so interesting. His
whole life has been surrounded
in violence; he has never experi-

enced any love or affection from
any other human being.

Why would he have any mo-
tivation? His whole life has been
focused on surviving and nothing
else. He jumps from place-to-
place, never being able to settle
down in one place for long be-
cause of his temper.

To him, this gang of scalp hunt-
ers who rape and murder innocent
men and children is the closest he
has ever had to a family.

The Kid does not indulge in
the gang’s debauchery because
he wants to move up the ranks
or out of some sadistic pleasure.
If anything, in my own personal
interpretation, he seems to ap-
proach these heinous acts with
indifference.

As 1 said, his whole life had
him raised in violence. In the
Kid’s mind, brutally murdering
people and then mutilating them
for money is no different than get-
ting into a bar fight or getting into
a scuffle on the sidewalk.

Even at the end of the nov-
el, when the Kid fully grows up
years later after the fall of the
Glanton Gang, he seems to be
unable to escape his truculent
tendencies. Many literary critics
over the years have debated the

The importance of learning multicultural

By KEVIN KAUMANS
Entertainment Editor

For my senior year here at
Northwestern, [ am taking a class
in multicultural literature with
Professor Xan. The textbook for
the class contains stories from
Asia, Africa, and many other
places outside Europe and North
America.

See, the problem with the
literary canon is how restrictive
it is. When you only have some
many days out of a semester to
teach English, a language that has
been around longer than the Unit-
ed States itself, it is reasonable to
say that you will probably not be
able to talk about every book or
short story you want to.

Another problem with the lit-
erary canon is that English was
not always the inclusive language
spoken worldwide like it is today.
For a good majority of its life, it
could only be read and written
by white-skinned European men,
and that was only if you were
born into a rich family.

This meant, even if you were
a white, Christian male, you still
probably would not have the priv-
ilege of owning a bookshelf un-
less your family could pay for the
privilege of learning the alphabet
first.

Nowadays, in our post-colo-
nial world, English is spoken and
read in almost every country by
every race. However, as I men-

tioned earlier, most non-white
authors are not considered part of
the literary canon due to writing
in English only being accessible
to wealthy Europeans up until
only a few hundred years ago.

While some might attribute
the literary canon’s lack of di-
verse authors to racism (though
I will not completely deny that
it might be true to some extent),
I feel like the main reason is
simply because English was not
reachable to many people of dif-
ferent skin tone due to it being a
language only the elites of Europe
could understand.

Of course, now that English is
a language open to all, I think we
could see a lot more authors from
different races in the near future

who make it into the literary can-
on.

I believe we will start seeing
more fantasy books made up of
mythologies outside of Europe
and North America. Some will
write tales of dead tribes and
their culture. Or perhaps they
will write the stories they want to
write regardless of what they may
be expected to right because of
their heritage.

The reason I wanted to talk all
this is because I believe it is im-
perative that we as readers start
consuming literature from au-
thors all over the world, not just
the neighbors in our continents.

Because here is the thing:
Even if two countries are a lot a
like in, say, their clothing, their

religion or their politics, no two
cultures are gonna be the same.

For example, let us say you
wanted to visit every group of liv-
ing Native American tribes across
the country.

If you did that, I'm sure you
would find that the Choctaws and
the Cherokees, while both resid-
ing in Oklahoma, do not have the
exact same legends or stories they
tell one another.

The point I am trying to make
here is that every group of people
has their own unique ideals and
view of how we see the world,
whether it be on a small island or
a country with hundreds of mil-
lions of people.

I encourage all of you to try
and read as many different au-

point of the Kid’s character. Why
did McCarthy have him killed by
the Judge at the end?

I am abridging a lot of the
deeper elements of the Kid’s char-
acter here due to being limited to
only one page in the newspaper,
but I hope I have said enough for
you to get what I am saying here,
fellow reader.

In rare instances, it is possible
for you to write a deep, philo-
sophical story without needing to
give your characters much depth
to their actions.

That being said, it is important
to remember that McCarthy was
an experienced author who had
decades of experience before he
crafted the story of “Blood Me-
ridian”. If you are someone who
is new to writing, it is probably
best if you stick with the rules of
basic storytelling before trying to
break the mold.

I hope some of these examples
will help you come up with ideas
on how to give your protagonist
motive for the story. I am excited
to see what this semester has in
store for all of us. Make sure to
pick up a copy of “Northwestern
News” every Thursday and check
what new topics [ have to talk
about. Thank you.

literature

thors from as many ethnicities as
possible. Research their customs,
their mythology, learn what about
them makes them different from
everyone else.

Who knows, maybe it will
even help give you ideas for a
new story. There are thousands of
monsters from countries whose
mythos I feel is underrated. Mon-
sters whose power and descrip-
tion never thought of before in
our own culture.

You could also discover new
schools of philosophy that change
the way you will think forev-
er. Honestly, the amount of new
things you can learn from a sin-
gle culture is nearly endless. You
should count them yourself.

Thinking of moving?

Think Hi-Lo Apartments, LLC
636 Linden St.

» 2-bedroom apartments available
= Within walking distance of campus
« School semester leases
- Laundromat on site
- No smoking

Call 580-748-0157

Smok
Help

Call 580-596-3584 for information.

Hwy 64 &4th Street-Ingersoll, OK 73728

Now Hiring - All Positions (Nights & Weekends available)

We are currently accepting applications for waitresses and cooks.
We're looking for individuals who are hard-working, motivated,
and dependable.

Great pay
Flexible scheduling - we work around school schedules

Shak
Wanted
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Can soccer keep winning?

By OAKLEE FIELDER
Editor-in-Chief

As the Lady Rangers’ soccer
season gets underway, they look
to improve from last season,
when they had 10 wins, six loss-
es and three ties. Three of their
losses last season came in the fi-
nal four games, when they faced
three tough opponents.

Despite their losses to those
incredibly tough opponents, they
made the GAC Tournament. They
lost to Harding University in the
first round of the tournament.

In 2026, they have Carla
Briscoe running the show again.
2025 was Briscoe’s first year as
the Lady Rangers’ head coach,

and she turned the program
around.
In 2024, the year before

Briscoe joined the team, the Lady
Rangers went 2-9-7. With only
two wins, they were one of the
worst teams in the conference.

In Briscoe’s first year, she took
the program and turned it into a
playoff-contending team.

Now in 2026. The Lady Rang-
ers have eyes on them from
around the conference. They are
expected to continue being con-
tenders as they enter year two
with Briscoe.

Briscoe isn’t the only return-
ing impactful member of the
team. Goalkeepers Taylor Annen
and Alexa Flores will be the two
leading keepers this season.

Defenders Elie Dang, Marisa
Chavez, Kamalei Kealoha and
Braxtyn Turner return from last
year.

Midfielders Jenna Mills, Kato
Jo Werner, Emerson Curd and Ja-

L
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MacKenzie Hickman, No. 18 for Northwestern Oklahoma State, defends against a Newman University attacker on August 27 in the home opener.

zelle Alvarado return as well. And
with more returning players, the
team has a strong bond.

The big question is, can they
improve from last year? There’s a
good chance they can. The Lady
Rangers were selected fourth in
the Great American Conference
Preseason Coaches Poll.

The top four teams were close
in the vote points. Harding was
first with 31 points. Southwestern
Oklahoma State was second with

30 points. Ouachita Baptist was
third with 29 points, and North-
western Oklahoma State had 24
points. Fifth place, Southern Naz-
arene University, was more than
10 points behind the Lady Rang-
ers.

It’s known who the top teams
will be this year; the only ques-
tion is who will be the top team.
The Lady Rangers could easily be
the top team if they continue their
momentum of growth.

To start the season, the Lady
Rangers have won one game and
tied another. The Newman Uni-
versity Jets came to Alva hoping
for a season-opening win.

The Jets scored the first goal,
but it was answered with a goal
from Emerson Curd from a free
kick. The Lady Rangers had the
momentum in the second half, but
they ran out of time and settled
for a tie.

Rogers State University was

Can volleyball flip the story and take on

By OAKLEE FIELDER
Editor-in-Chief

The volleyball season has
started for the Northwestern
Oklahoma State University Lady
Rangers. How could this season
look for the Lady Rangers?

The 2025 season was rough
for the Lady Rangers. They fin-
ished with a 6-22 overall record
and a 3-13 conference record.

The conference games they
won were against East Central
University, Southern Nazarene
University and the University of
Arkansas at Monticello.

Game one in 2025 against East
Central University was a close
3-2 game, coming down to a win-
ner-take-all set.

This seasons’ roster has 11 re-
turning players including, Ivanny
Blackwood, Ryann Eastes and Ja-
dyn Padilla. Head coach Jon Bin-
gesser will be the head coach of

the Lady Rangers in 2026.
2025 will be Bingesser’s Sth
season as Northwestern’s head

coach.
This year, they started off with
a 1-3 record after going to the

Southern Invite in Joplin, Mis-
souri.
The

Lady Rangers faced

Photo by Oaklee Fielder

Lady Ranger, Kaylah Thomas, blocks two McPherson College Bulldog attackers on Tuesday night in Alva.

the second matchup for NWOSU,
but the Lady Rangers threw down
the hammer and took the win.
Cambell Tabor scored the lone
goal in the Lady Rangers’ second
game of the season.

Next on the Lady Rangers’
schedule is William Jewell Col-
lege in Liberty, Missouri on
Wednesday. Then, they come
home and play Fort Hays State
University on Saturday at Spm in
Alva.

the GAC?

Southwest Baptist University,
Missouri  Southern, Missouri
S&T and Northeastern State Uni-
versity.

NWOSU lost the first three,
and swept Northeastern State 3-0
to close out the Southern Invite.

The Lady Rangers came home
and faced McPherson College
on Tuesday. They took down
McPherson 3-0.

Northwestern are set to face
three New Mexican teams and
one Oklahoman team in the
Meadow City Classis in Las Ve-
gas, New Mexico.

The teams are Eastern New
Mexico University, New Mexico
Highlands University, Southeast-
ern Oklahoma State University
and Western New Mexico Uni-
versity.

After their trip west to New
Mexico, they will face the East
Central University Tigers on
Tuesday at 6pm in Alva, starting
their conference play in 2026.
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